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MASS INTENTIONS  
 

Saturday, October 24th ~ Weekday ~ Saint Anthony Mary 

   Claret, Bishop  

5:00 pm Vincent DeMarino (d)   

     

Sunday, October 25th ~ Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am Joseph Shortt (d) 

10:00 am Carmine Carriero (d)  

 John Egan (d) 

12:00 pm Eleanor McGarry (d)  

 Cornelius Cronin (d)  

 Rose Maranzano (d)   

 Ted Campbell (d)  

 Janis Auwarter (d) 

5:00 pm For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

     

Monday, October 26th ~ Weekday  

9:00 am George J. Donovan (d) 

     

Tuesday, October 27th ~ Weekday 

9:00 am John Poggioli (d) 

                                                                               

Wednesday, October 28th ~ Saints Simon and Jude, Apostles 

9:00 am  Jane Horning (d)  

                                                                                                          

Thursday, October 29th ~ Weekday 

9:00 am Michael Stack (d) 

 

Friday, October 30th ~ Weekday 

9:00 am Ann Marie Rumpke (d) 

  

Saturday, October 31st ~ Weekday  

9:00 am  Walter Cronin (d) ~ 95th Birthday  

 Joseph Iacopelli (d)  

 For the Intentions of Debbie Pena  

 Steve Kendall (d)  

 In Thanksgiving to St. Anthony  

 Ann Lee (d)  

 Gerard & Ann Lee (d)  

 Robert Lee (d) 

5:00 pm  Eileen Shaw (d)          

     

Sunday, November 1st ~ All Saints 

7:30 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

10:00 am Joan Clancy Renolds (d)  

 Jane Horning (d) 

12:00 pm Marie C. Dugan (d)  

 Joseph & Rose Maranzano (d)  

 Gaetano Joseph Buonomo, Sr. (d)  

 Dawn Pomilio (d) 

5:00 pm Ann Armstrong (d) 

    

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
 
Pastor:              Fr. James T. Stachacz 
           (516) 599-1269 

          fatherjim@ollchurchmalverne.org 
  

Parish Website:  OLLchurchMalverne.org 
 
Rectory Office:   Yole Santino, Office Manager  
        Barbara Alessandria, Secretary 
          (516) 599-1269      
            rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org 
  

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday to Friday:   

9:00 am to 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Saturday and Sunday:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
Music Director: Stephen Harth  
Youth Director: Linda Baldacchino  
Maintenance: Kevin Dieck  
                         Rocco Bruzzese  
 
Religious Education:  (516) 599-7222  
               fax: (516) 599-2256                                                             

 
Mary Lasar, Director       

   Marybeth Malone, Secretary                     
 

Religious Education Office Hours 
Monday to Friday:  11:30 am to 3:15 pm (Rectory) 

Tuesday & Wednesday:  3:30 pm to 5:30 pm (School) 
Saturday:  9:30 am to 10:30 am (School) 

 
School Office:   
 (516) 599-7328 /  fax: (516) 599-3813 
                          website: www.OLLMalverne.org 
  
 Kathleen Cotilletta, Principal 
 Magdalen Hamilton—Roldan, Secretary 

Mass Schedule  
 

Monday through Saturday  
9:00 am in Church and live-streamed 

 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday ~ 5:00 pm ~ Church 
Sunday: 

 7:30 am ~ Church 
10:00 am (School Yard; if rain, then in Church) 

(9:30 am and 11:00 am combined) 
12:00 pm ~ Church and live stream 

 5:00 pm ~ Church  
 

Holy Communion will be distributed  
during each Mass.   

School Yard:  Bring your own chair, wear a mask, and 
sit a least 6 feet apart from each other.  

 
Please check website for latest updates. 

 
Confessions:  4:00 pm Saturdays in the Confessional. 
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In Your Prayers Please Remember The Sick and  
Hospitalized Members Of Our Parish Community 

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless the  
Rectory Office is notified.  

 
Kathy Carriere 

Thomas Castellani 
Gerardina Corrado  

James Dineen  
Rocco Esposito  
Teresa Isidore  

Sue Kielson  
 

 
Thomas Landisi 
Kevin Ledwith  
Phyllis Mayoka 
Kevin McQuade  
Laura Ruggiero  
 Joan Thomson  

Baby Eliza Ann Urick  
 

Our Parishioners Serving In The Military 
Please keep all our Military and Support Personnel  

in your prayers especially:   
 

United States Navy 

CDR Andrew E. Glassing 

LT Geoff Hendrick  

IC1 Bryanne Heim Iddings 

LT Ryan Patrick Mahon  
LCDR Tara Mahoney 

 

United States Air Force   

1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove 

 

 

“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect 

us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in 

our time of need.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  

Amen.”   
************* 

Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have 

returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list. 

Pray for Priests   
God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all for the 
Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all for the 
Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, in union 
with St. Joseph.  We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap 
her mantle around your priests, and through her intercession 
strengthen them for their ministry.  We pray that Mary will guide 
your priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells 
you.”  (Jn 2:5)  May your priests be holy, filled with the fire of 
your love, seeking nothing but your greater glory and the 
salvation of souls.  Amen.   
 Sunday  Rev. Michael F. Duffy 
 Monday Rev. Richard Donovan                                                                              
 Tuesday   Rev. Frank J. Parisi 
                Wednesday Rev. German Villabon O.S.A.                                         
 Thursday   Rev. Msgr. James McNamara 
 Friday Rev. Joseph Nixon                                              
 Saturday For all Priests 

United States Army  

Major Thomas Barrett  

Joseph Greco ~ Infantry 

Spc Lotachukwu Okoye 
Spc Tucker Andrew Peterson 

United States Marine Corps 

L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger 

CWO-4 Kris Kurrus  

LT Sam Oliveri 

 
Reflection for Next Sunday 

November 1, 2020  
Solemnity of All Saints 

 
First Reading: Revelation 7:2-4, 9-14 

Second Reading: 1 John 3: 1-3 
 

Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12a 
Jesus unfolds the blueprint of the kingdom. 

 
The Gospel today presents a prescription for a 
saintly life.  With the Beatitudes, Jesus taught His 
disciples how they would be blessed.  As we listen 
to today’s readings let us pray for God’s grace in 
becoming poor in spirit, clean of heart, and hungry 
for righteousness, among the other prescriptions 
Jesus lays out for us as His disciples.  May we be 
consoled in the knowledge that God has bestowed 
us all that we need to achieve this.   
 
Question of the Week 
 
Beside myself, who do I know that is in need of 
God’s mercy?  What can I do so that it flows 
through me to those in need.? 

Altar Flowers donation:  
The Campbell Family  

remains ever grateful for  
having had  

Ted Campbell in their lives. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

St. Joseph Flowers have 
been donated in Memory 

of Joseph Iacopelli  
Requested by  

Adrian Lapp-Iacopelli 

    Wedding Banns  
Banns:  II 

 
Nicholas Comando, Our Lady of 

Lourdes & Sara Daly, St. 
Bernard’s 

Grant eternal peace to those whom You 
have called unto Yourself, O  Lord.   

 
Peter Amoruso  
Marilie Camisa  
Ronald Parrella 
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 Election Day is less than two weeks away.  This week, New York will open the polls for ear-

ly voting.  Many of you may have already voted by absentee or mail in ballot.  While as a Catholic priest 

and your Pastor, I cannot tell you who to vote for, it is my responsibility to help inform your conscience.  

We are hearing a lot about the formation of conscience lately in terms of helping us to make the right 

decisions in voting for the candidate who best fits the church’s teachings for political office.  It is not 

something that allows us to justify doing whatever we want, nor is it a mere "feeling" about what we 

should or should not do. Rather, conscience is the voice of God, God’s spirit, resounding in the 

human heart, revealing the truth to us and calling us to do what is good while shunning what is 

evil.” (USCCB Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship)  Conscience is the place where we make our 

decisions right or wrong. 

      Every year is difficult because very few candidates follow everything the Church teaches.  

However, as the Church as taught for centuries, the right to life, from the moment of conception to natu-

ral death, takes precedence and must never be forgotten.  Approximately, over 60 million unborn babies 

have been killed due to abortion.  Is this something we want on our hands and on our souls before we 

meet our God?  Hopefully not.  You and I can change the tide with God’s help.  While our conscience 

takes precedence over everything, it needs to be informed. There is nothing worse than an ignorant con-

science.   

     In the meantime, here is what we can do as Catholics.  We invite you to pray an election 

day novena sponsored by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. For nine consecutive days, 

Monday, October 26 through Tuesday, November 3, participants will be encouraged to pray one Our Fa-

ther, Hail Mary, and Glory Be for the day’s intention. A closing prayer for elected leaders will be offered 

on day 10, Wednesday, November 4. 

     On this page, https://www.usccb.org/2020-election-novena participants can find the daily 

intentions, signup to receive the novena intentions daily by email, and download graphics for each day's 

intention for use on social media.  

       Also, we invite you to join us for a nationwide day of prayer, 3 November 2020 where we 

will join Catholic churches across the country who are opening their doors for Eucharistic Adoration. We 

are joining this effort to bring healing, hope and prayer to our nation through our Lord, Jesus. I am invit-

ing each parishioner to sign up for one hour of adoration between the hours of  12:00Noon to 7:00PM. 

on Tuesday, November 3. For more information or to sign up for an hour, please contact the rectory of-

fice 516-599-1269 or email rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org. 

      In addition, here is a guide on the next page, from the Family Resource Council that I invite 

you to reflect upon before casting your vote.   On another note, my hope is to reveal the winning phrase 

for my Pastor’s Column next Sunday November 1st, All Saints Day. May God bless you and your families 

always.  May Mary, our Mother,  guide and help us during this unprecedented time.   Our Lady of 

Lourdes, pray for us! 

 May bless you and your families always.  May Mary, our Mother,  guide and help us during 

this unprecedented time. Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us!  

 

Fr. Jim 

 

PASTOR’S COLUMN  
30TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  

MATTHEW 22:34-30 
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Religious Education 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: 
 

Please teach the children on a day that 
works best for both you and the 
children.  Just remember to submit all 

homework, Mass sheets, special projects 
assigned by your Catechists, etc. on the 
appropriate due dates.  If you need assistance, do 
not hesitate to contact the Catechist or the 
Religious Education office at 599-7222.  We are 
all on this journey together. 
 
As it is the end of the month, please make sure 
that all your paperwork is submitted for review and 
assessment by your Catechists and Director.  
Please contact us if there are any problems or 
difficulties. 
 

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION: 
 

This Sunday, The Sacrament of Confirmation will 
be conferred on the 8th grade students who did 
not receive the Sacrament in August. 
 
The ceremony will begin promptly at 3:00pm in the 
Church.  Please arrive no later than 2:30pm. 
 
Due to the number of 8th grade students being 
confirmed, in addition to the Confirmandi, Parents 
and Sponsor, each family may invite four 
additional members to attend the afternoon’s 
ceremony. 
 
Please consult the bulletin next week for the 
date of the 7th Grade Commitment Mass. 

 Prayer for Life 
O Mary, bright dawn of the new  world, Mother of the living, To 

you do we entrust the cause of life. 
 

Look down, O Mother, upon the vast number of babies not allowed 
to be born, of the poor whose lives are made difficult, of men and 
women who are victims of brutal violence, of the elderly and the 

sick killed by indifference or out of misguided mercy. 
 

Grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim the Gospel of 
life with honesty and love to the people of our time. 

 
Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel as a gift ever new, 
the joy of celebrating it with gratitude throughout their lives and 

the courage to bear witness to it resolutely, in order to build, 
together with all people of good will, the civilization of truth and 
love, to the praise and glory of God, the Creator and lover of life. 

 
(From Pope John Paul II’s Gospel of Life Encyclical) 

 
Join Us As We Celebrate 

the Installation of 
The Eighth Rector of 

Saint Agnes Cathedral 
 

Very Reverend Michael 
F. Duffy 

 
Sunday, October 25,2020 

11:00 am Mass 

In the Cathedral 
All are welcomed to 

attend 
 

Outdoor reception with cake & 
coffee will follow 

on the rectory lawn  (weather 
permitting) 

 
 

The Mass will also be 

broadcast Live on Catholic 
Faith Network  (Ch 29 
Optimum/ Ch296 FIOS) and 
stream on CFNtv.org. 
 
Face masks are required for those in 
attendance; please adhere to social 
distance guidelines for Mass and 
reception. 
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 A donation to our church is a 
beautiful way to remember, 

honor or give thanks for  
loved ones.  

 
 

Flower Donations 
Altar Flowers $100 ~ Tabernacle Flowers $60  

Flowers by Blessed Mother Statute ~ $30  
Flowers by St. Joseph Statute ~ $30 

Memorials   
Altar Bread $25 ~ Altar Wine $25  

Sanctuary Lamp $25  
 

An acknowledgement of your donation will appear  
in the Sunday bulletin.  

 
 Please come to the Rectory Office  

to make arrangements!   

St. Vincent de Paul Society Attention  
 

All Parish & School Volunteers MUST complete 
a VIRTUS Workshop.   

To register for VIRTUS visit:  www.virtus.org.   
 

If you need assistance with  
registering for a session, call the 

rectory at 516-599-1269, and  
we can help.   
 

In this Sunday’s Gospel we find the truth that 

loving God isn’t merely a matter of fervor in 

our hearts, but that it must be expressed in 

doing good for the sake of others. 

 

This month, through your gifts, the Society of 

St. Vincent de Paul was able to show we indeed love our 

neighbors, by assisting families, providing food and help 

for utility and rent bills, etc.  Thank You. 

 

Food Pantry 
Canned Vegetables, Ramen Soups, Rice-A-Roni,  

Peanut Butter, Jelly, Progresso Soups,  

Bathroom Tissue, Soap 

 

   If any of our Parishioners, who are facing difficult 

times because of the Corona Virus and in need of 

assistance, Please get in touch with the Saint Vincent 

De Paul Society.  All in formation will be kept strictly 

confidential. 

   As you know we have an appeal for children's gifts 

in December, so if any parish families are in need of 

assistance because of the corona virus, Please 

participate in this appeal.  Again, all information will 

be kept strictly confidential. 

Parish Mission Statement  
 

We, the parish family of  
Our Lady of Lourdes,  

are a faith-filled people who welcome all to join 
us as we listen to the Word of God and  

celebrate the Eucharist together.  
We encourage each other to grow in Christ as 
we use our God-given gifts to serve the people 

of our community.   
 

Through the Holy Spirit we are inspired 
through our Patroness, Our Lady of Lourdes, 

and we strive to imitate her charity and love in 
making the will of God our own. 

 

 

October 18, 2020 ........................................................ $8,434 

Last Year: .................................................................. $11,784  

World Missions: ........................................................... $2,100 

Bulletin Reflection 
Jesus tells us that the two greatest commandments are 

to love God with all that we have and to love our  
neighbors as ourselves. 

 
Catholic Ministry Appeal  

 
Goal:  $79,700.00  
Pledge:  $36,065.00  
Over (Under): ($43,635.00) 
Donors:  111 
Payments:  $34,725.00  
Avg/Gifts:  $324.91  
Percentage of Goal: 45.25%  
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 Rosary Altar Society News 
 

For the past several months we have been unable to carry on with our usual RAS activities.  No St. 
Patrick or St. Joseph luncheons, Communion Breakfast or June Meeting.  Neither will we be able to have 
our annual fall fundraiser.  So, in an effort to stay connected and have a bit of fun, we will raffle 6 baskets 
on November 1

st
.  Tickets are 3 for $5.  Fill out the tickets below, place in an envelope with payment then 

drop in the collection basket, at the rectory, or mail to Ann Seccia at 70 Roosevelt Ave, Malverne, NY 
11565 before October 30

th
. Good luck! 

 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Altar Society Raffle 

 
Name       ____________________________________________ Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Altar Society Raffle 

 
Name       ____________________________________________ Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Altar Society Raffle 
 

Name       ____________________________________________ Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Altar Society Raffle 
 

Name       ____________________________________________ Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Altar Society Raffle 
 

Name       ____________________________________________ Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Our Lady of Lourdes Rosary Altar Society Raffle 
 

Name       ____________________________________________ Phone_______________________________________ 
 
Address   _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Raffle tickets are 3 for $5 
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Are you looking for work?  

 
Our Lady of Lourdes is looking for a Sacristan  

 
Must be 18 years of age or older  

 
May be a former altar server  

 
Will train  

 
Contact Fr. Jim at:   

fatherjim@ollchurchmalverne.org or 516-599-1269  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Saturdays:  8:00 am to 6:30 pm ~ Sundays:  6:45 am to 6:30 pm 

 

Welcome to Our New Parishioners  
 

David & Lisa Brescia  
Janice Burkett  

Michael & Elvira Cannella  
Frank & Lee Casamassima  

Miguel Cheque & Sandra Castaneda  
Vincenza Cimino  

Stephen & Deborah Cotov  
Eric & Brenda Cruz  

Kevin & Cheryl Dean  
Lori Decina  

Gerard & Louise Denk  
Mary Rose Early  

Michael & Kristyn Koebel  
Glenn & Nicole Kuchmeister  

Marie Malsch  
Eric & Carol Mayott  

Thomas & Joanne McGrath  
Michael & Greisis McGroarty  
Kevin & Meghan McPartland  

John & Melanie Melendez  
Christopher and Alison Noeth  

Stephen & Maria Paesano  
Scott & Victoria Penchansky 

 
The 2021 Mass Book will be opened on   

Monday, October 26, 2020 for masses from 
January 1st, 2021 to June 30th, 2021 ONLY. 

“Come celebrate the month of the Holy 
Rosary with a beautiful sung  Mass!  On 
Tuesday, October 27th, at 7:30 pm., 
Saint Agnes Cathedral will host the    
Metropolitan Catholic Chorale singing   
Gregorian chant, A Mass by Anton 
Brucker, and other beautiful choral    
music in honor of Our Lady of the Most   
Holy Rosary.” 

  
Each year Malloy College Hosts a Fall Open 
House for prospective students and their guests.  
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we will be 
hosting our Open House virtually, via Zoom. 

Fall Open House 
Sunday, November 15th, 2020 

1:00 PM 
To register:  www.molloy.edu/openhouse 

*once you register, you will receive a Zoom 
link. 

St. John the Baptist DHS presents a  
“SALUTE to Service.” 

As a special tribute, St John Diocesan High School 
will present our “SALUTE to Service.” 

This special Fundraiser will recognize and honor those 
who have served and continue to serve our country.  

For further information please contact  
631-587-8000 ext. 176. 
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A Comparison of the  
Republican and Democratic Platforms  

 
Quotes taken from platforms in effect 2020—2024  

REPUBLICAN PLATFORM           KEY ISSUE      DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM 

“The Constitution’s guarantee that no one can ‘be 
deprived of life, liberty or property’ deliberately 
echoes the Declaration of Independence’s procla-
mation that ‘all’ are ‘endowed by their Creator’ with 
the inalienable right to life.  Accordingly, we assert 
the sanctity of human life and affirm that the un-
born child has a fundamental right to life which 
cannot be infringed.” (p.13)                                                                   
 
 
“We oppose the use of public funds to perform or 
promote abortion or to fund organizations, like 
Planned Parenthood, so long as they provide or 
refer for elective abortions or sell fetal body parts 
rather than provide healthcare.” (p.13)   
 
 
“We support the appointment of judges who re-
spect traditional family values and the sanctity of 
innocent human life.” (p.13)  
 
 
 
 
“We support options for learning, including home-
schooling, career and technical education, private 
or parochial schools, magnet schools, charter 
schools, online learning, and early-college high 
schools.  We especially support . . . education sav-
ings accounts (ESAs), vouchers, and tuition tax 
credits.” (p.34)   
 
 
“We renew our call for replacing ‘family planning’ 
programs for teens with sexual risk avoidance edu-
cation that sets abstinence until marriage as the 
responsible and respected standard of behav-
ior.” (p.34) 

 
HUMAN LIFE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PLANNED  
 

PARENTHOOD  
 
 
 

JUDGES 
 
 
 
 

EDUCATION /  
 

SCHOOL  
 

CHOICE  
 
 
 

SEX  
 

EDUCATION 
 

“Democrats believe every woman should be 
able to access . . . abortion.  We oppose 
and will fight to overturn federal and state 
laws that create barriers to women’s repro-
ductive health and rights, including by re-
pealing the Hyde Amendment and protect-
ing and codifying the right to reproductive 
freedom.” (p.42)                                                                  
 
 
“We will repeal the Title X domestic gag 
rule and restore federal funding for Planned 
Parenthood”  (p.32)  
 
 
 
 
“We will appoint U. S. Supreme Court jus-
tices and federal judges who look like 
America . . . and will respect and enforce 
foundational precedents, including . . . Roe 
v. Wade.” (p.39)  
 
 
“Democrats oppose private school vouchers 
and other policies that divert taxpayer-
funded resources away from the public 
school system.” (p.67)  
 
 
 
 
 
“We recognize that quality, affordable com-
prehensive health care; medically accurate, 
LGBTQ+ inclusive, age-appropriate sex ed-
ucation; and the full range of family plan-
ning services are all essential to ensuring 
that people can decide, if, when, and how 
to start a family.” (p.32) 

This flier and the full texts of the party platforms may be found at www.VotingInfo.net 
 

This guide has been legally approved for distribution by Churches and 501-(c)-3 organizations.  
 

Legal letter and online version at VotingInfo.net.   
The Republication party reaffirmed their 2016 platform without change.   

 
   Produced by Priests for Life                More election resources at ProLifeVote.com                   Please copy and distribute freely 
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New York State Catholic Conference strongly supports this legislation.  

 
HALT Solitary Confinement Act  
Published on January 30th, 2019  
 

Memorandum of Support  
 

RE:  A.2500 Aubry / S.1623 Sepulveda  
HALT Solitary Confinement Act  
 
 

 

The HALT Solitary Confinement Act would limit the time an inmate can spend in segregated confinement, 

end the segregated confinement of vulnerable people, restrict the criteria that can result in such confine-

ment, improve conditions of confinement, and create more humane and effective alternatives to such 

confinement.  The New York State Catholic Conference strongly supports this legislation.  

 

The United Nations Special Rapporteur on Torture has denounced solitary confinement that exceeds 15 

days.  Additionally, there are far too many people in isolation, disproportionately people of color.  On any 

given day, there are nearly 3,000 people in isolated confinement in New York State prisons, locked in 

concrete 6-by-10 foot cells for 23 hours a day.  

 

In 2000, the U. S. Conference of Catholic Bishops announced its opposition to the increasing use of isola-

tion units, and in 2014, Pope Francis stated, “one form of torture is . . . confinement in high security pris-

ons . . the lack of sensory stimuli, the total impossibility of communication and the lack of contact with 

other human beings induce mental and physical suffering such as paranoia, anxiety, depression, weight 

loss, and significantly increase the suicidal tendency.”  

 

Bishop Edward B. Scharfenberger of the Diocese of Albany wrote in an April 9, 2016, op/ed in the Times 

Union:  “Social science has affirmed that solitary confinement works against the purpose of rehabilitation 

and restorative justice.  It also works against the purpose of improving public safety, both inside our pris-

ons and jails and in our communities.  For all Americans committed to building a safer, healthier society, 

we cannot ignore the mental illness, debilitating trauma and recidivism that are the hallmarks of placing 

inmates in solitary confinement.”   

 

We have supported the February 2015 settlement between the New York Civil Liberties Union (NYCLU) 

and New York State Department of Corrections and Community Supervision (DOCCS), in which the state 

agreed to immediately begin to remove pregnant and mentally disabled prisoners from segregation.  Un-

fortunately, there continues to be a significant use of solitary confinement in the state’s prison system 

and, as Bishop Scharfenberger wrote, “Still, more must be done to end the use of solitary confinement 

here in the Empire State.”  

 

We applaud the sponsors, Assembly Member Jeffrion Aubry and Senator Luis Sepulveda, for their persis-

tence in passing this needed reform and we urge its quick passage by the legislature. 
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Saints Simon and Jude’s Story 

Jude is so named by Luke and Acts. Matthew and Mark call him Thaddeus. He is not men-
tioned elsewhere in the Gospels, except of course where all the apostles are mentioned. 
Scholars hold that he is not the author of the Letter of Jude. Actually, Jude had the same 
name as Judas Iscariot. Evidently because of the disgrace of that name, it was shortened to 
“Jude” in English. 

Simon is mentioned on all four lists of the apostles. On two of them he is called “the Zealot.” 
The Zealots were a Jewish sect that represented an extreme of Jewish nationalism. For them, 
the messianic promise of the Old Testament meant that the Jews were to be a free and inde-
pendent nation. God alone was their king, and any payment of taxes to the Romans—the very 
domination of the Romans—was a blasphemy against God. No doubt some of the Zealots 
were the spiritual heirs of the Maccabees, carrying on their ideals of religion and independ-
ence. But many were the counterparts of modern terrorists. They raided and killed, attacking 
both foreigners and “collaborating” Jews. They were chiefly responsible for the rebellion 
against Rome which ended in the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. 

 

Reflection 

As in the case of all the apostles except for Peter, James and John, we are faced with men 
who are really unknown, and we are struck by the fact that their holiness is simply taken to be 
a gift of Christ. He chose some unlikely people: a former Zealot, a former (crooked) tax collec-
tor, an impetuous fisherman, two “sons of thunder,” and a man named Judas Iscariot. 

It is a reminder that we cannot receive too often. Holiness does not depend on human merit, 
culture, personality, effort, or achievement. It is entirely God’s creation and gift. God needs no 
Zealots to bring about the kingdom by force. Jude, like all the saints, is the saint of the impos-
sible: Only God can create his divine life in human beings. And God wills to do so, for all of 
us. 


