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GUIDING LIGHT FROM THE GROTTO ~ Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time ~ Mark 1:40-45 

ASH WEDNESDAY ~ Joel 2:12-28 

 

LENT-WHAT IS IT ALL ABOUT?  

It seems that Lent has never ended since last year.  As you recall, we celebrated Ash Wednesday and then the 

Coronavirus Pandemic hit.  As one friend told me, ever since the shutdown, our lives have been a perpetual Lent. We 

are living differently.  Less activity, more time at home, more times for silence.   As difficult as this has been, let not 

your heart be troubled because, Lent can actually be a time of joy. In the church’s liturgy as found in the Roman Missal, 

the first preface of Lent says, “For by your gracious gift each year your faithful await the sacred paschal feasts with the 

joy of minds made pure, that they are led to a fullness of grace”.   

The word Lent means Spring.  These 40 + days are meant to be a gift to us to help us spring into Easter.   During the 

season of Spring in the northern hemisphere, we often do spring cleaning in our homes, basements, cabins and 

summer cottages to clean out the old and the dusty and bring in the new.  How appropriate during this season of Lent, 

that not only do we focus on the externals of life but also that God gives us this opportunity to focus within.  I look at 

Lent as a great 40 day retreat where we can really see where we have distanced ourselves away from the Lord and 

what has been keeping us from embracing His loving presence.   

In the Gospel of Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18 for Ash Wednesday, Jesus speaks about three ways that we can clean the inner 

home of our hearts through  prayer, fasting and almsgiving (works of love).  He is challenging us to think about the 

sincerity of our prayers.  Since we have more time on our hands, may we use the time for prayer to get closer to God.  

Our prayer does not even have to be formal.   Often we say prayers like the Our Father or the Hail Mary or even the 

Creed without giving it much thought.  Lent calls us to the prayer of the heart.  This reflects our relationship with a 

loving God, the author of life and love.  This is a prayer that flows from belonging to and being held by a Father who 

loves us beyond all measure.   Instead of always talking, I always try to listen in prayer.  One scriptural passage from 

the Book of Samuel 3:7-11 might be:  “Speak Lord, your servant is listening”.   Listen and see what God has in store for 

you.   

Jesus also speaks about fasting.  When we think of fasting we always hear the question, “What are you giving up for 

Lent?” We often think about giving up things such as candy, soda, chips, alcohol, etc.  We often do this out of habit 

without thinking.  One question to ask is how is my fasting helping me to open my heart more to Jesus and others?   

Maybe it is not so much food or things that we need to give up, but emotions and attitudes that have led to a sinful life 

like anger, self-concern, guilt, suspicion, lust  and laziness.  Maybe it is fasting from an addiction like drinking or 

pornography.  Whatever it is, unite it with the Passion of Jesus on the cross and in union with all your brothers and 

sisters who are also fasting because they are poor and they recognize that they need more of God in their lives.    

Finally, we hear about charity or works of love.  This will help us to clear out the junk of selfishness that often invades 

our hearts.  My first pastor Fr. Frank Gaeta often said that “works of mercy and love are the fruit of holiness.” How 

many of us have gone above and beyond the call of duty to help others during this pandemic?   Perhaps there is a 

neighbor, soup kitchen, a sick person or a broken relationship that needs your presence this Lent.  During my 

sophomore year at King’s College, I remember that we went on a mission of mercy under the direction of Campus 

Ministry.  We were involved with Habitat for Humanity in Knoxville, TN.  It was here that we discovered poverty on our 

own soil.  We helped in building homes, tearing down walls and feeding the hungry.  I found Jesus in so many people 

who, though vulnerable and poor, were so thankful to us who helped them.  I think we got more from them than they 

from us because they showed us that love, sacrifice and caring are most important in the circle of life.    
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While it seems that Lent has never ended, may we use this Lent as way to deepen the call from Jesus to go further into 

the desert with Him to journey with Him and renew the covenant of love He has given to us.   He wants us to fall in 

love with Him again so that we will experience the love He gave each of us from the cross.   While we have been in a 

Lenten mode for almost a year now, may we make this period of the season of Lent a deeper time of joy and renewal 

and not one of hardship and drudgery. Remember that the joy that comes from a clean house will be a hundredfold 

greater with a clean heart and soul.   

God has always been faithful and now He calls us back to that same faithfulness.  This is the time to heed God’s call, 

follow Him into the desert and allow Him to love us until we are fully a part of His house forever.   

ASH DISTRIBUTION WILL BE DIFFERENT THIS YEAR 

This year, due to Covid-19, the Vatican and the Diocese has advised every parish not to place ashes on the forehead.  

So, we will use a more ancient practice with the blessed ashes,  sprinkling ashes on the crown of the head each of the 

faithful. The use of ashes in the Liturgy is credited to Pope St. Gregory the Great who during his papacy (590-604) 

introduced its use to the Liturgy of Rome.   

Ashes were first sprinkles collectively over the congregation and then later individually on the crown of the head of 

each of the faithful with the Old Testament passage from Genesis: “Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall 

return.”  This practice spread throughout the Universal Church and was further codified with the reforms of the 

Council of Trent (1545-1563).   

It seems that resulting from the Reformation, particularly in English speaking lands members of the Church with a 

desire to foster Roman Catholic identity, ceased to sprinkle the ashes on the crown of the heads of the penitents but 

instead smudged the ashes on the foreheads of those presenting themselves - first in a blotch and more recently in the 

sign of a Cross. This is the predominant custom of administering ashes on Ash Wednesday in the United States and the 

Diocese of Rockville Centre. Even though we’re not accustomed to it in our country or diocese, the distribution of 

ashes by sprinkling on the top or crown of the head is considered completely normal in a majority of the “Catholic 

World” including Rome itself as you can see from the pictures of each of our last three Popes on the bulletin cover.   

While there is clearly a noble aspect of public witness in the usual American method of marking the forehead with 

ashes, it is also important to remember that ashes are a sacramental intended to help the faithful who receive them in 

their own interior striving for holiness and preparation for the Paschal Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter 

Sunday).   

I thank you for your patience and flexibility with the new practice for us.  

Happy Valentine’s Day and Happy Lent! May God bless you and Mary keep you and your families always. Our Lady of 

Lourdes, pray for us!    

 

Fr. Jim    
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Our Lady of Lourdes Church 

65 Wright Avenue,  

Malverne, New York 11565  

(516)599-1269 / www.OLLchurchMalverne.org 

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

February 14, 2021 

Rev. James T. Stachacz, Pastor  

Deacon Richard H. Portuese  

Deacon Gregory Fewer  

Rev. Richard R. Donovan, In Residence  

Rev. Eugene C. Umeyor, CMF, In Residence 

Mass Schedule  

Monday  through Saturday  

9:00 am and live-streamed  

Weekend Masses  

Saturday ~ 5:00 pm  

Sunday: 

7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10:30 am, 5:00 pm  

12:00 pm ~ live-streamed 

Confession  

Saturday ~ 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm  

Masks must be worn.   

Confessions will be heard behind the screen for the  

protection of both the penitent and the confessor.  

 

 

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

Pastor:  Rev. James T. Stachacz  

  (516)599-1269  

  fatherjim@ollchurchmnalverne.org  

Parish Website: OLLchurchMalverne.org  

Rectory Office: Yole Santino, Office Manager  

  Barbara Alessandria, Secretary  

  (516)-599-1269  

  rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org  

Rectory Office Hours:   

Monday to Friday:   

9:00 am to 12:00 pm, 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm   

Saturday and Sunday:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm   

Music Director: Stephen Harth  

Youth Director:   Linda Baldacchino  

Maintenance: Kevin Dieck  

  Rocco Bruzzese  

Religious Education:  

Mary Lasar, Director  

Marybeth Malone, Secretary  

(516)599-7222 

Religious Education Office Hours  

Monday to Friday:  11:30 am to 3:15 pm ~ Rectory   

Tuesday & Wednesday:  3:30 pm to 5:30 pm ~ School  

Saturday:  9:30 am to 10:30 am ~ School   

School Office  

Kathleen Cotilletta, Principal  

Magdalen Hamilton-Roldan, Secretary  

(516)599-7328 ~ Fax:  (516)599-3813  

www.OLLMalverne.org 

Parish Mission Statement 

We, the parish family of Our Lady of Lourdes, are a  

faith-filled people who welcome all to join us as we 

listen to the Word of God and celebrate the 

Eucharist together. We encourage each other to 

grow in Christ as we use our God-given gifts to serve 

the people of our community.  Through the Holy 

Spirit we are inspired through our Patroness, Our 

Lady of Lourdes, and we strive to imitate her 

charity and love in making the will of God our own.  

Grant eternal peace to those whom You have 

called unto Yourself, O  Lord.   

Maria Pazmino 

Bulletin Reflection  

Jesus healed the leper in today’s Gospel. 
Whatever trouble you are facing today (be it 
mind, body or spirit), turn to Him in prayer and 
ask Him to heal you. 
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Mass Intentions 
Saturday, February 13th ~ Weekday 

5:00 pm  Angelia Iadevaio (d) 

Sunday, February 14th ~ Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 am  Mattia Leggio (d)                                                                                
9:00 am  Eugene McVay (d) 

10:30 am Kay Keating (d) 

12:00 pm Mary Alfieri (d)                                                                                          
  Philip Duro, 13th Birthday in Heaven (d) 

5:00 pm  John DiPietro (d) 

Monday, February 15th ~ Weekday 

9:00 am  Edward Hughes (d)            
Tuesday, February 16th ~ Weekday 

9:00 am  James Senicola (d)   

Wednesday, February 17th ~ Ash Wednesday   

6:45 am  Fr. Kevin J. O’Reilly (d) 

9:00am  Sean Cronin (d) 

4:00 pm  WORD SERVICE 

7:30 PM  For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes  

   Parish            
Thursday, February 18th ~ Thursday after Ash Wednesday 

9:00 am  Louis Consolo (d)    

Friday, February 19th ~ Friday after Ash Wednesday  

9:00 am  Timothy Guiheen (d)    

Saturday, February 20th ~ Saturday after Ash Wednesday 

9:00 am  For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes 

   Parish   

5:00 pm  Gerard Dierker (d)                                                                                 

Sunday, February 21 ~ First Sunday of Lent 

7:30 am  Frances Cummings (d)                                                                                                 
9:00 am  Richard Leyendecker (() 

10:30 am David Mason (d)  

12:00 pm Henry Jude Hinton (d)   
  Marie Hanley (d)                                                                                        

5:00 pm  Sister Sally Ryan (d)  

Our Parishioners  

Serving in the Military  

Please keep all our Military and 
Support Personnel in your prayers, especially:  

United States Navy   United States Army  

CDR Andrew E. Glassing   Major Thomas Barrett 

LT Geoff Hendrick   Joseph Greco ~ Infantry 

ICI Bryanne Heim Iddings   Spc Lotachukwu Okoye 

LT Ryan Patrick Mahon   Spc Tucker Andrew  

LCDR Tara Mahoney           Peterson 

United States Air Force  United States Marine 
Corps     L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger 

1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove  CWO-4 Kris Kurrus  

    LT Sam Olive                  
“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as 
they protect us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless 
acts they perform for us in our time of need.  We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  Amen.”  

********** 

Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have 
returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list.  

 

In your prayers please remember the sick and  

hospitalized members of our parish community  

 

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless the  

Rectory Office is notified. 

Kathy Carriere  

Gerardina Corrado  

James Dineen  

Rocco Esposito  

Teresa Isidore  

Sue Kielson    

Doris & Joseph Laxton                                                   

 Kevin Ledwith               

 

Phyllis Mayoka  

Kevin McQuade 

Mary Ellen Rahilly 

Laura Ruggiero  

Geraldine Schullenberg 

Marie Troiano 

Joan Thomason  

Baby Eliza Ann Urick 

 

Pray for Priests  
God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all for the 
Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all for the Sorrowful 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary, in union with St. Joseph.  
We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her mantle around 

your priests, and through her intercession strengthen them for their 
ministry.  We pray that Mary will guide your priests to follow her own 
words, “Do whatever He tells you.”  (Jn 2:5)  May your priests be holy, 
filled with the fire of Your love, seeking nothing but Your greater glory 
and the salvation of souls.  Amen.   

 Sunday  Rev. Richard Donovan 

 Monday  Rev. Michael Sehler 

 Tuesday  Rev. Anthony Osuagwu  

 Wednesday Rev. Leo Song 

 Thursday  Rev. Msgr. Jim Vlaun 

 Friday  Rev. Msgr. Joseph DeGrocco  

 Saturday  Religious Brothers & Sisters 

Lenten Guidelines  

Our church has established Ash 

Wednesday and all the Fridays of Lent as 

days of abstinence.  All Catholics 14 years 

of age or older are required to abstain from 

meat on these days.   

In addition, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days 

of fasting when those who are between the age of 18 

and 59 years old are asked to eat only one full meal and 

two smaller meals with nothing in between during the 

day.  
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Reflection for Next Sunday  

February 21, 2021                                                                       

First Sunday of Lent 

First Reading: Genesis 9:8-15 

Second Reading:  1 Peter 3:18-22  

          Gospel:   Mark 1:12-15                                                  
“Jesus was tempted by Satan,  

and the angels ministered to Him.” 

Our readings today revolve around the covenant God 
established with all of humanity, with all of us. It began with 
just the few people all of humanity. The First Letter of Peter 
identifies Baptism as a sign of that covenant, saving us as the 
ark had saved Noah. Jesus, God’s new covenant with humanity, 
calls us to repentance and faith. May we heed that call and 
renew our covenant with God by living out the Gospel. 

Question of the Week 

What cross have I been avoiding that I should accept during this 
time in the Lenten desert? 

 

 

 

February 7, 2021……………………………………………$8,539 

Last Year ………………………………………… ………… $12,575 

Pro-Life Corner  

How is the person who considers 

abortion to be murder any different 

from the Pole who knew what was 

going to happen at Auschwitz?  If the 

Pole was morally obligated to 

attempt to save lives, isn’t the person 

who opposes abortion under the same 

obligation? 

Year of St. Joseph 

Throughout the year we strive to honor St. Joseph as the 

guardian and protector of the Church and her faithful with 

heartfelt prayer and devotion, encouraging all to take his 

virtuous life as our model for fulfilling our personal 

vocation to holiness. As a parish family, we invite you to 

prayer for the families of our parish throughout this year 

and offer them up to the guardianship of St. Joseph. We 

have placed a candle at St. Joseph’s altar that will burn 

each week for the intentions and protection of a given 

family at the request of a parish family. We invite you to 

request the lighting of this candle for a family dear to you. 

Please call or stop into the rectory to make this request. 

The donation is $25. 

“Let us ask St. Joseph to intercede for us, to 

obtain God’s blessing on us as we make our way 

in life this year.” 

The Saint Joseph  

Votive Candle will be lit  

In Memory of  

Salvatore F. Giannetta 

Requested by His Family            

Wedding Banns  

 

 

Banns II Ciaran Moloney,  

  Glendale, New York and  

  Kelly Mahoney,  

  Malverne, New York 

The Rectory Office will be closed  

Presidents’ Day 

Monday, February 15th 

 

The Altar Bread and Altar Wine  

have been donated 

In Loving Memory of 

Marcella Pezzulich 

Requested by Ann and Jim Rennard 

The Flowers by the  

Blessed Mother Statute  

are for  

The Dalpiaz Grandchildren 
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A donation to our church is a 
beautiful way to  

remember, honor or give 
thanks for loved ones.   

 

Flower Donations  

Altar Flowers ~ $100  

Tabernacle Flowers ~ $60  

Flowers by Blessed Mother Statue ~ $30  

Flowers by St. Joseph Statue ~ $30  

Memorials  

Altar Bread ~ $25  

Altar Wine ~ $25  

Sanctuary Lamp ~ $25  

St. Joseph Votive Candle ~ $25 

 

An acknowledgement of your donation will appear 
in the Sunday bulletin.  No flowers during the 
Advent and Lenten seasons only.  Memorials 
available throughout the year.   

 

Please come to the Rectory Office  

to make arrangements. 

Religious Education News 

Mass Sheets  

Mass sheets should be completed each Sunday and 
returned at the appropriate time with your completed 
lessons.   

There is absolutely no reason for anyone to miss Mass 
on any Sunday.  You can attend Mass in Church or view 
it from home.  It is essential that we hear the Word of 
God and understanding what He is preaching about 
each week.  

Confirmation Forms and Paperwork  

This is the last call for all Confirmation requirements to 
be completed and turned into the Rectory.  This includes 
saint report, measurements, sponsor form, Mass sheets, 
journal sheets, etc.  We will be reviewing them this week.  
If all required information has not be returned, 
Confirmation will be delayed. 

If there is any major problem, please contact the 
Religious Education Office immediately.   

Confirmation News 

The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, March 23rd and Wednesday, March 24th at 
1:30 pm and 3:30 pm both days.  

We are blessed and delighted that Bishop Andrzej will be 
here to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation with us.  

Those to be confirmed are as follows: 

Tuesday:  

 1:30 pm ~ Our Lady of Lourdes students  

 3:30 pm ~ 8th grade students attending   
       Brother Fox  

Wednesday:  

 1:30 pm ~ Religious Education students in 
 Deacon Rich’s class and Mr. Comando’s class 

 3:30 pm ~ Religious Education students in       
 Mrs. Cullen’s class and Mrs. Mallen’s class 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

In the Gospel today Jesus moved 

with pity touched the leper and 

healed him.  Let us pray today for 

the grace to be generous with our 

gifts to help those who are suffering.   

 

By your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

you indeed put your faith into action as you bring 

healing to the poor, hungry and weeping. 

 

Food Pantry 

Canned Vegetables, Ramen Soups,  

Rice-A-Roni, Peanut Butter, Jelly,  

Progresso Soups, Tuna Fish 

Oatmeal, Bathroom Tissue, Soap  
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"Religion and Rock"  

Tune into “Religion and Rock”  with Msgr. 

Jim Vlaun on Sunday from 7:00 am—8:00 

am on WBAB 102.3 FM or 95.3 FM on 

Long Island’s East End.  Listen on 

Saturdays at 11:00 pm on Sirius Radio, 

Channel 159, the Catholic Channel  and 

at 11:00 pm on XM Satellite, Channel 117. 

Next Sunday’s theme is “Sacrifice” don’t miss it!  To 

listen online or receive more information regarding 

Religion and Rock  go to www.Religion and Rock.com or 

at “Religion & Rock” on ITUNES. 

Don’t forget to tune into  

CATHOLIC FAITH NETWORK, cablevision Channel 

29/137 or Verison / FIOS 296 or visit www.cfntv.org ! 

Request for 2020 Contribution Tax Statement 

If you would like your 2020 contribution tax statement, 
please complete the form below and either put it into the 
Sunday collection basket or bring it to the  Rectory Office. We 
will call you when it is ready for pick up, or we will mail it to 
you. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Name:__________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________ 

Town/Zip:_______________________________________ 

Telephone: _________________Envelope No:__________ 

Mail: _______________ Pick up: _____________ 

 

Bishop Andrzej’s Lecture Series, Continues this Spring 

Liturgical Catechesis 

Tuesdays this Spring @ 7:30 p.m.  

February 23  Liturgy and Our Covenant with God 
March 23  Liturgy and the Paschal Mystery in Us 
April 27          Liturgy and St. John Paul II Reform    
May 25                Liturgy and Personal Growth  

 
So that Bishop Andrzej can safely continue his Liturgical Catechesis lecture series, the first presentation will 
be available only through ZOOM. In order to be emailed the ZOOM link, you must register by noon on 
January 26. P l e a s e  c a l l  o r  e m a i l  t o  r e g i s t e r  -   Su z an n e  L yn n  a t  5 16 - 7 44 - 68 50  
w e s t er n v i c ar ia t e @d r v c . or g .   If you already receive updates regarding Bishop Andrzej’s presentation 
schedule, the ZOOM link will automatically be emailed to you. Bishop Andrzej hopes to hold future in-
person presentations at Cure of Ars School Auditorium in Merrick. Information will be shared as it becomes 
available. 

 

Join Catholic Faith Network for the 2021 Telethon on 

Saturday, February 27th from 2-10pm and Sunday, 

February 28th from 12-10pm.  This exciting weekend will 

feature guests from around the world, thrilling 

performances and inspirational interviews.  CFN is 

available on your local cable providers as well as on 

Roku, Apple TV, Amazon Fire TV, Android and the free 

CFN app.  The Catholic Faith Network continues to be 

there for you during these challenging times and we ask 

that you help us continue in our mission.  If you have 

capacity to give this year, please do.  Consider making a 

donation by phone or by visiting www.CFNtv.org 

CFN    TELETHON ‘21 
 

Do you need to fulfill your Marriage 
Prep Requirements?  

Engaged Encounter is an effective Pre-
Cana program designed to provide you with the 
tools for a successful marriage.  Couples are 
provided with social-distancing during this 
time.  Our next 2-day weekend will be held at 
the seminary of the Immaculate Conception in 
Huntington on March 6-7, 2021. 

For information please call Lenny & Pat Walker 
at 631-563-1032.  

Or visit www.longisland.engagedencounter.com 
to register 

mailto:westernvicariate@drvc.org
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Please Help Save St. Mary’s Maris Stella Council  

After a century of serving our community, St. Mary’s/Maris Stella Knights of Columbus, a 

Lynbrook institution needs our help.  The community has been dedicated to service through 

monetarily supporting seminarians, providing scholarship opportunities for high school 

students, and providing aid to those in need throughout the community and beyond.  We 

host yearly food pantry drives, toys for tots, blood drives, and winter coat donations to our 

local parishes.  Through our continued effort, we have been able to support such 

organizations as Camp Anchor, FEIS Na Nailog, National Multiple Sclerosis, Little Sisters of 

the Poor, Queen of Peace Resident, Saint Jude’s Hospital, Nassau Charities.  Mayham Long 

Island is a band of young adults with disabilities related to the Police Athletic League.  

Privately, we held fundraisers for Jessica Venditto and friends of Daniel to help cover 

medical expenses.  In the last eight years we have made donations in excess of $121,750.   

We are an organization which began one hundred years ago on February 13, 1921.  In 1940, 

our building hosted Our Lady of Peace Church Mass for over a year while construction of 

the Church was underway.  Since then, we have worked with both Our Lady of Peace and 

Our Lady of Lourdes.   

The Covid-19 Pandemic has hit St. Mary’s/Maris Stella extremely hard, and although we 

were able to survive a year with limited income and continue our work.  It has become 

abundantly clear we will be unable to survive another.  We are suffering, and there is no 

immediate relief in sight.  2021 is our centennial year and in order to keep this great 

organization able to serve the community for another hundred years, we will need to be 

able to cover our expenses.  Fixed expenses for St. Mary’s/Maris Stella are $8,500 a month.  

In order for us to continue to pay for our building, we will need to raise $100,000.00—our 

goal.   

We know things are difficult for everyone right now, and many worthy causes are seeking 

support.  It’s our hope that St. Mary’s/Maris Stella can count on yours. 

Please Donate @  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/please-help-save-st-marys-maris-stella-council 


