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MASS INTENTIONS  
Saturday,  November 28th ~ Weekday 

5:00 pm  Frank Rao (d) 

Sunday, November 29th ~ First Sunday of Advent 

7:30 am Deceased Members of the Siino Family 

9:00 am Salvatore Giosa (d) 

10:30 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 

12:00 pm Jane Horning (d) 

 Adele Katuna (d) 

 Ann Peterson (d) 

 Mary Ellen Bolton (d) 

 Joseph Sparacio (d) 

 Bryan Zenteno (d)  

5:00 pm Patricia Gill (d) 

 

Monday,  November 30th ~ Advent Weekday ~ Saint Andrew, 

    Apostle 

9:00 am Anthony & Amalia Iadevaio (d) 

                                                                              

Tuesday,  December 1st ~ Advent Weekday 

9:00 am Augusta Agostino (d) 

                                                  

Wednesday,  December 2nd ~ Advent Weekday 

9:00 am  Nora Tansi (d)  

                                                                                                          

Thursday, December 3rd ~ Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 

9:00 am Sr. Barbara Gerardi (d) 

  

Friday, December 4th ~ Advent Weekday ~ Saint John  

 Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 

9:00 am Bentz Philemy (d)                                                    

 

Saturday, December 5th ~ Advent Weekday 

9:00 am  Jane Horning (d)  

 Mark Steger (d) 

 Stephen Sullivan (d) 

 Thomas Ezzo (d) 

 Michael E. Smith (d) 

 Gerard L. Dierker (d) 

 Kathleen Doran (d) 

 Michael Corbett (d) 

 Judy Kallmeyer (d)  

5:00 pm Harold Hanson (d) 

Sunday, December 6th ~ Second Sunday of Advent 

7:30 am Vincent De Marino (d)  

9:00 am John Guiheen (d) 

10:30 am Ralph Lecessi (d) 

12:00 pm  Joseph Maranzano (d) 

 MaryAnn De Mao (d)  

 Mary Ellen Bolton (d) 

 Thomas Fitzmaurice (d) 

 Joseph H. Arweiler (d) 

 Michael Rozea (d)  

5:00 pm For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
 
Pastor:              Fr. James T. Stachacz 
           (516) 599-1269 

          fatherjim@ollchurchmalverne.org 
  

Parish Website:  OLLchurchMalverne.org 
 
Rectory Office:   Yole Santino, Office Manager  
       Barbara Alessandria, Secretary 
          (516) 599-1269      
            rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org 
  

Rectory Office Hours 
Monday to Friday:   

9:00 am to 5:00 pm, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
Saturday and Sunday:  9:00 am to 1:00 pm 

 
Music Director: Stephen Harth  
Youth Director: Linda Baldacchino  
Maintenance: Kevin Dieck  
                         Rocco Bruzzese  
 
Religious Education:  (516) 599-7222  
               fax: (516) 599-2256                                                             

 
Mary Lasar, Director       

   Marybeth Malone, Secretary                     
 

Religious Education Office Hours 
Monday to Friday:  11:30 am to 3:15 pm (Rectory) 

Tuesday & Wednesday:  3:30 pm to 5:30 pm (School) 
Saturday:  9:30 am to 10:30 am (School) 

 
School Office:   
 (516) 599-7328 /  fax: (516) 599-3813 
                          website: www.OLLMalverne.org 
  
 Kathleen Cotilletta, Principal 
 Magdalen Hamilton—Roldan, Secretary 

Mass Schedule  
 

Monday through Saturday  
9:00 am in Church and live-streamed 

 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday ~ 5:00 pm ~ Church 
Sunday: 

 7:30 am ~ Church 
9:00 am~ Church 

10:30 am ~ Church 

12:00 pm ~ Church and live stream 
 5:00 pm ~ Church  

 
Holy Communion will be distributed  

during each Mass.   
 
 

Please check website for latest updates. 
 
 

Confessions:  4:00 pm Saturdays in the Confessional. 
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In Your Prayers Please Remember The Sick and  
Hospitalized Members Of Our Parish Community 

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless the  
Rectory Office is notified.  

 
Kathy Carriere 

Thomas Castellani 
Gerardina Corrado  

James Dineen  
Rocco Esposito  
Teresa Isidore  

Sue Kielson  
 

 
Kevin Ledwith  
Fred Montoya 
Phyllis Mayoka 
Kevin McQuade  
Laura Ruggiero  
 Joan Thomson  

Baby Eliza Ann Urick  
 

Our Parishioners Serving In The Military 
Please keep all our Military and Support Personnel  

in your prayers especially:   
 

United States Navy 

CDR Andrew E. Glassing 

LT Geoff Hendrick  

IC1 Bryanne Heim Iddings 

LT Ryan Patrick Mahon  
LCDR Tara Mahoney 

 

United States Air Force   

1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove 

 

 

“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect 

us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in 

our time of need.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  

Amen.”   
************* 

Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have 

returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list. 

Pray for Priests   
 
God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all for the 
Sacred and Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all for the 
Sorrowful and Immaculate Heart of Mary, in union 
with St. Joseph.  We pray that the Blessed Mother wrap her 
mantle around your priests, and through her intercession 
strengthen them for their ministry.  We pray that Mary will guide 
your priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells 
you.”  (Jn 2:5)  May your priests be holy, filled with the fire of 
your love, seeking nothing but your greater glory and the 
salvation of souls.  Amen.   
  
 Sunday  Rev. Xavier Lakra 
 Monday Rev. Richard Donovan                                                                              
 Tuesday   Rev. Gilbert D. Lap 
                Wednesday Rev.  Francis Lasrado                                        
 Thursday   Rev. Msgr. James McNamara 
 Friday Rev. Khoa T. Le                                          
 Saturday For all Priests 

United States Army  

Major Thomas Barrett  

Joseph Greco ~ Infantry 

Spc Lotachukwu Okoye 
Spc Tucker Andrew Peterson 

United States Marine Corps 

L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger 

CWO-4 Kris Kurrus  

LT Sam Oliveri 

Reflection for Next Sunday 
December 6, 2020 

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11   
Second Reading:  2 Peter 3:8-14 

Gospel:  Mark 1:1-8 
“John the Baptist preached repentance and baptized the 

people, in preparation for the One who would baptize with 
the Holy Spirit.” 

 
Family Connection 

The season of Advent invites us to renew our lives in 
preparation for the coming of Jesus. The people who heard 
the message of John the Baptist repented for their sins and 
were baptized as a sign of God’s forgiveness. In Baptism, our 
sins are forgiven, and we receive the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
who helps us in our life of discipleship. Led by the Holy Spirit, 
we use this Advent season to renew our lives so that we, like 
John the Baptist, might prepare the way for Jesus. 
 
As you gather together as a family, talk about ways in which 
the example of others has called you to be a follower of Jesus. 
Name the people who have been examples to you of Christian 
discipleship and describe their characteristics that you have 
tried to emulate. Read together today’s Gospel, Mark 1:1-8. 

Stewardship ~ A Way of Life 

 

Due to the early deadline for the bulletins, the collection amounts 

will be published in the December 6th bulletin.                                                                                                                  

    Wedding Banns  
Banns:  I I I 

Joseph Savoca,  
Massapequa Park, New York &  

Arianna Georgiadis,  Our Lady of Lourdes 
~~~~~~~~~~ 

Steven Zimermann, Lynbrook, New York &  
Roceli Molina, Lynbrook, New York 

 A donation to our church is a beautiful 
way to remember, honor or give thanks  

for loved ones.    
 

Flower Donations 
Altar Flowers $100 ~ Tabernacle Flowers $60  

Flowers by Blessed Mother Statute ~ $30  
Flowers by St. Joseph Statute ~ $30 

 
Memorials   

Altar Bread $25 ~ Altar Wine $25  
Sanctuary Lamp $25  

 
An acknowledgement of your donation will appear  

in the Sunday bulletin.  
 

Please note no flowers during the  
Advent and Lenten Seasons only.   

 
Flower and Memorial requests are available for 2021.  

 
Please come to the Rectory Office to make arrangements!   
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PASTOR’S COLUMN  

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT  

MARK 13:33-37 

ADVENT ~ HAPPY NEW YEAR ~ BE PREPARED 

 

Happy New Year everybody!  You might say, “Fr. Jim, New Year’s does not begin until January 1st”, although 

this year we are all yearning for 2021 these days to come soon enough.   Even though, we are not in January, 

we are beginning a whole new year in the Church with the season of Advent.  Every year at this time we 

change into a new cycle of readings. The Church liturgical cycle includes Cycle A, B, and C.  Each cycle has its 

own Gospel.   This year we are in Cycle B.  The Gospel that we focus on throughout this year is the Gospel of 

Mark.  Cycle A focuses on Matthew while Cycle C focuses on Luke.  We also have a change in the first read-

ing during weekday Mass where we focus on Weekday Reading 1.   

 

The word Advent comes form the Latin phrase “Adventus” which means coming.  During Advent we are pre-

paring for the coming of Jesus.  There is a two part period for the season of Advent. During the first two 

weeks up to December 16th we focus on the Second Coming of Christ.  The readings and prayers at Mass will 

help us to reflect on the Lord’s Second Coming and what it means for us today.  From December 17th to De-

cember 24th we enter into the second part of Advent which focuses on the Christ who came on Christmas 

Day.  We also have a third coming that is just as important and that is focusing  Christ Jesus who breaks into 

our lives and comes to us each day.  

 

This Advent will certainly be different with our Covid-19 precautions.  I am sure at times we all feel isolated, 

alone and maybe even bored with the lack of the usual activity.  However, we can take advantage of this time 

by using it as a time for silent prayer, reading the scriptures, coming to church and participating in our parish 

activities. Please join us for our 40 Hours Devotion of the Eucharist beginning Sunday December 13th thru 

Tuesday evening December 15th. This will help us to tune into the Lord’s presence a little bit more in our 

lives.   

 

In Mark’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to watch and wait.    Instead of allowing the anxiety of Christmas preparation 

and the event of our world take over our hearts, may we use this time to give that over to the Lord and make 

time to check out our spiritual eyesight.  Choose one concrete change that will help you get excited and give 

more meaning to your following of Our Lord.  This will help us to prepare for the Guest Who wants to reside 

in the homes of our hearts.  Advent is a short season.  Don’t let it get away from you.   Here is a prayer we 

can say during Advent:   

“Lord Jesus, during this season of Advent, give me the eyes to see you every time you walk into my life.”  

 

So, Happy New Year, Happy Advent!  May God bless you and your families always!   

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us! 



5 

First Friday Evening Devotions  

Friday, December 4th ~ 8:00 pm  
 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  
 

Prayer Hour for Life  

 
The real Presence of Christ is the gift He gave us at the Last Supper and when we come to church, we are truly in 

the presence of our God, our Creator and our Redeemer.   

 

On the First Friday of each month, we gather before our Eucharistic Lord to pray that the culture of life will pre-

vail over the culture of death, that respect for all human life from conception to natural death will be restored in 

the hearts and minds of all God’s children.  

 

Please join us for a Holy Hour of prayer before Jesus in the Eucharist on the First Friday of each month from 8:00 

pm to 9:00 pm.  It may be a sacrifice to set aside this time, but time spent in the presence of the Lord is its own 

reward.  

Nocturnal Adoration 
 

Today begins the Season of Advent.  Four weeks in preparation for the Feast of Christmas, a time of wonderment, 

awaiting in hope for the coming of the Baby Jesus.  What better way to begin this season than spending one hour 

in Adoration before the Blessed Sacrament. 

 

Everyone is invited to join us to pray to the Prince of Peace to bring our country together and pray for the world.   

 

Jesus asked His Apostles to spend one hour with Him.  Can you do that?  This Friday night December 4th from 

9:00 pm to 10:00 pm.   

 

Jesus will be there, will you? 

 

 
Parish Mission Statement  

 
We, the parish family of Our Lady of Lourdes,  

are a faith-filled people who welcome all to join us as 
we listen to the Word of God and  
celebrate the Eucharist together.  

We encourage each other to grow in Christ as we use 
our God-given gifts to serve the people of  

our community.   
 

Through the Holy Spirit we are inspired through our 
Patroness, Our Lady of Lourdes, and we strive to  

imitate her charity and love in making the will of God 
our own. 

 
Are you interested in seeing the 
Mass from behind the scenes?  

 
This is your opportunity! 

 
Our Lady of Lourdes is looking for a Sacristan.  

 
Any adult 18 and over may apply, having altar 
server experience a plus but not necessary. 

 
Will train  

 
Contact Fr. Jim at:   

fatherjim@ollchurchmalverne.org or  
516-599-1269 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Saturdays:  8:00 am to 6:30 pm 

 
Sundays:  6:45 am to 6:30 pm 
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The month of November is dedicated to all those who have died 
from October 2019 to October 2020.   

We hope to have a special Mass during the 2021 Easter Season  
if conditions warrant us to do so. 

Ada Switzer 
Alfred A. & Angela Avveduto 

Amaka Francisca Olisah 
Ann Harrington 

Ann Peterson 
Antonino Bono 

Audrey F. 
Augusta Agostino 
Carol A. Hurley 
Caroline A. Jones 

Charles M. Ruggiero 
Dinetta Mascitti 

Donna Richardson                      
Edward J. Pawlusiow 

Eileen Shaw 
Fortunata Filogamo 

Francine Kamps 
Gaetano Joseph Buonomo, Sr. 

Gerald Griffin 
Gerard (Gerry) Hirschfield 

Helen Guggino 
Helen Susko 

Irma Acevedo-Pabon 
James A. DeFaico, Sr. 

Jane Malek 
Janis Auwarter 

Jasper J. Indelicato 
Joanne Ancona 
John F. Acevedo 

John Joseph Beckmann, Jr. 
John Karam 

John Kearney 
John Nese 

John V. Genuard 
John Zappa 

Joseph & Kathleen Haller  
Joseph Moletz 

Joy Mary Pfingst 
 

Katherine A.Wiski 
Leonor Ocampo 
Marco Cabezas 

Marguerite Angrand 
Marilie Camisa 
Martin Sekreta 

Mary Agnes Dunford 
Mary Gelo 

Melchiora (Mickey) Tomarchio 
Michael Banks 

Michael J. Jenulis, Jr. 
Miguel Cruz 

Muriel Schiebelhuth 
Nancy A. Salimbene 

Norka DeAlmeda 
Pasquale Cutrone 

Patricia Gill 
Patrick J. Tinnelly 
Paula Patanella 
Peter Amoruso 

Philomena Capodanno 
Phyllis (Philomena) Loubriel 

Raymond Rico 
Raymond Scully 

Richard Lang 
Rini 

Robert Persaud 
Robert S. Hoffmann 

Roger DeMagri 
Ronald Parrella 

Ruby Jean Jeanty 
Salvatore F. Giannetta 

Santo Tomasello 
Sarah Butler 

Stephen Sullivan 
Thomas A. Du Mont III 

Thomas J. Firshing 
Virginia Ann Gunn  

Vito Catalano 
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Religious Education 

“Cause, not for applause.  Live life to express, not to 
impress.  Don’t strive to make your presence noticed, 

just make your absence felt.” 
 

ADVENT CONFESSIONS: 
 
All 7th and 8th Grade students will have 
their confessions heard on Wednesday, 
December 2nd in the Church beginning at  
4:00pm. Please arrive at 3:45pm, enter the 
Church by the front doors (on Wright 
Avenue) and wait to be seated. You must 
wear a mask before entering and during the 
Penance Service. 
 
Attendance will be taken as you enter the 
Church so make sure you check in with the 
Catechist as you arrive. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 
 

If your paperwork, including completed 
lessons and unit reviews and Mass sheets 
have not been returned to your Catechists 
or to the Religious Education Office; you will 
not receive a copy of the midterm exam and 
the first half of the year will be considered 
incomplete 

 
When you have completed your midterm 
exams, please follow the instructions of your 
Catechists on how best to return them by 
December 8th. 
 
Report cards will be mailed home the week 
of December 14th. 

 
Please remember to attend Sunday Mass 
either in church or view from home. 
Studying and learning about religion is so 
important. Attending Mass each week, we 
hear the word of the Lord, Jesus’ life story, 
how much He loves us and what He has 
done in order that we may attain Heaven. 

Attention  
 

All Parish & School 
Volunteers MUST 

complete a VIRTUS Workshop.   
To register for VIRTUS visit:  www.virtus.org.   
If you need assistance with registering for a 

session, call the rectory at 516-599-1269,  
and we can help. 

 

Pro-Life Corner 
We should note that a legal abortion is never a “safe” 

abortion for the unborn child whose life is ended. It 
also leaves wounded mothers, fathers, and siblings 
as well. Pray for all who have had an abortion. May 

they seek the forgiveness of the Lord and are able to 
forgive themselves. 

Bulletin Reflection  
 

Jesus reminds us to be vigilant in our faith, always 

seeking to do good and repent when we fall. 

 

 
Beginning today, Sunday, November 29, the 

First Sunday of Advent, the Sunday Mass 
schedule will change as we will have  

discontinued the 10:00 am Mass outdoors. 
 

The Sunday Mass Schedule is as follows: 
 

5:00 pm—Saturday Vigil 
Sunday: 

7:30 am,  9:00 am,  10:30 am 
12:00 noon and 5:00 pm. 

 
Please make a note of it. Thank you for your 

patience and flexibility. 

Pro-Life Mass & Prayer Vigil ~ Saturday, 
December 19 

 
Please consider attending the Helpers Of God’s Precious Infants 
(helpersbrooklynny.org) Pro-Life Mass Saturday 12/19 at 7:30AM at 
St. James Cathedral located at 250 Cathedral Place in downtown 
Brooklyn. After the Mass, if you choose to participate, there is the 
opportunity to join the 10-15 minute Rosary procession to abortion 
provider Brooklyn Abortion Clinic where we will continue to pray the 
Rosary with our masks on before processing back to the church.  
Prayer is our greatest tool as Catholics as we do our part to protect 
and advocate for the unborn so please invite a friend or family 
member to attend as well. 
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St. Vincent De Paul Christmas Gift Collection 2020 

 
New this year due to covid:  
 
Members of St. Vincent will be outside of the church after each Mass to distrib-
ute the gift tags for the Christmas gift distribution.   
 
What to do:  
  
 Step 1:  Choose one or more (5 maximum) cards.  If choosing more 
than one card, please choose cards from a variety of ages and genders.  
 Step 2:  Buy an appropriate gift for each child you have selected.  
 Optional:  Write a Christmas card to the child and pair it with the gift.  
(Feel free to make it a Christmas card!  Not happy holiday.  After all, we are 
Christians celebrating Christmas!)  
 Step 3:  You may wrap the gift or leave it unwrapped.  Whichever you 
choose.  Please affix the card bearing the child’s name, and family number, se-
curely (tape is best) to the gift along with the Christmas card.  Leave the gift(s) 
at the rear of the church in large box (not St. Joseph) NO LATER THAN:  

6:00 PM SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13TH.  
 

It will be most appreciated to bring the gifts in as soon as possible, as it takes 
time, to sort the gifts to the proper family package so all children receive the 
proper gift.  If you have time, you could pick more cards if you wish, as some may 
get returned.  
 
What about gift cards?  
 
You may give older children a gift card.  Please put it in an envelope with the 
child’s name and family number card, securely attached and bring it to the Recto-
ry Office.  
 
If you find you have taken too many cards, please return the unused ones to the 
boxes by Saturday, December 12th, so someone else can get a gift for that child.  
 

Any questions?  
Please call:  516-993-3114 anytime from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm and ask for 

Kurt, or 516-790-8158 and ask for Kathi.  
 

Thank you one and all for helping to make some children  
very happy this Christmas!  

 
ENJOY THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!  HAVE FUN SHOPPING! 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 

As we begin Advent we are called to “Be 

watchful! Be alert” as we stand in joyful 

anticipation for the grace of Christmas to once 

again bless our lives. 

 

Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will 

help the poor to celebrate the grace of God’s 

love this Christmas 

Food Pantry 

Canned Vegetables, Ramen Soups,             Rice-A-Roni, Peanut 

Butter, Jelly, Progresso Soups, Tuna Fish 

Oatmeal, Bathroom Tissue, Soap  

~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

If any of our Parishioners, who are facing difficult times because 

of the Corona Virus and in need of assistance, Please get in 

touch with the Saint Vincent De Paul Society.  All in formation 

will be kept strictly confidential. 

  

As you know we have an appeal for children's gifts in December, 

so if any parish families are in need of assistance because of 

Rosary Altar Society 

LISIA (Long Island Society of Italian Americans ) is 
looking for new members who are proud of their 
Italian American heritage.  Monthly meetings are held 
in Lynbrook.  Exciting day trips and activities are 
planned for 2021.  Please call Pearl (516) 312-2221 for 
addition information. 

CANCELLATION 

Unfortunately, Due to Covid 19, our Christmas Luncheon 

scheduled for Friday, December 4th has been cancelled. 

To those who have sent their payments,  

your check will be returned to you. 

Although the Luncheon has been cancelled, we will 

still have the Raffle.  Drawing will take place on 

December 4th.  Winners will be notified by phone. 

 

  Vera Bradley matching bag, purse, and umbrella. 

  Vera Bradley hat scarf, and purse. 

 Two Spode tree ornaments, One Lenox silver and       

2 china tree ornament Christmas serving dish and 

Norman Rockville figurine. 

 Vera Bradley gloves. Father Christmas figurine. 4 

Lenox Christmas ornaments and Plush Christmas 

Bear. 

 3 Lenox tree ornaments.  Vera Bradley tape 

measure, pearl necklace and bracelet set,        

and assorted Christmas serving pieces. 

 Lenox planter, 2 Lenox silver tree ornaments, 

Norman Rockville figurine and Vera Bradley purse. 

 Gift Certificate to Flowers by Freyhammer.     

 Gift Certificate to Flowers by Freyhammer. 

 
Raffle tickets are 3 for $5.00, and 7 for $10.00 (or more for a 
donation) - please fill out tickets below (or use blank paper) and 
place in envelope and drop in the Church collection basket or drop 
off at the Rectory Office—or mail to Ann Seccia,  70 Roosevelt 
Avenue, Malverne NY 11565.  BEFORE Monday, November 
30th. 

Rosary Altar Society Raffle Tickets  

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____________________________________ 

Rosary Altar Society Raffle Tickets  

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____________________________________ 

Rosary Altar Society Raffle Tickets  

 

Name:_____________________________________ 

 

Phone:_____________________________________

_ 

Congratulations to the following  
Kellenberg Memorial High 

 
Senior  Junior 
 
Gold  Silver 
Alex Klimek  Nicholas J. Ciasulli 
Jack H. Mastrota Devon J. Lundgren 
James P. Murray Patrick T. Portsmore 
Brandon J. Sullivan 
Matthew J. White Sophomore 
 
Silver  Bronze 
Jake V. Orfano William P. Brennan 
  Frank J. Castrofilippo 
  James P.Daly 
  Arnold U. Okoye 
  Nicolas J. Prizzi 
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About Advent 

Advent can come as a surprise to us sometimes, beginning right after the busy Thanksgiving holiday with 
family and friends. It’s not unlike the surprise of Mary when she received news that she was pregnant with 
Jesus. Like her, we take the season of Advent as a time for pause, reflection, and preparation for the gift of 
God’s love coming to us through the baby Jesus. 

History of Advent 

The historic origin of Advent is not for certain; no evidence exists around the feast of the Nativity of the 
Lord before the end of the fourth century. 

Several homilies and synods made mention of a specific liturgical time before Christmas, but no rule existed 
until a note on the Mass parts appeared during the time of Pope St. Gregory VII from 1073-1085. 

Much like a Lenten period of fasting and sacrifice, the early Church urged Christians to dedicate this time to 
readying themselves for Christ. Their practices remind us that we are also called to be attentive to the mes-
sage of repentance and the end times. This may seem unexpected considering the extravagant ways we eat, 
shop, celebrate, and rejoice as Christmas approaches! 

Advent Traditions 

The four weeks of Advent are popularly considered to symbolize the four thousand years of darkness before 
the coming of Christ. We set up Nativity scenes, light Advent candles, and decorate wreaths in our homes 
to signify Christ’s presence coming in the darkness of sin and suffering. Four candles adorn an Advent 
wreath, one for each week. A fifth candle is sometimes placed in the center for the beginning of the Christ-
mas season. 

Advent colors are worn by the priests and deacons and decorate the church. They are represented in the can-
dles that surround the Advent wreath: 

Violet: royalty, repentance, and fasting (First, Second, and Fourth Week of Advent) 

Rose: abundant joy (Third Week of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, joy in Latin) 

White: light and purity (Christ Candle, center candle completes the season and begins Christmas) 

Scripture and Prayers for Advent 
During Advent there are three prevalent themes we see as we wait patiently for the coming of Christ.  We 
long for the Messiah, are urged to be alert for Jesus’ Second Coming, and meditate on Christ’s presence in 
our lives now. The Scripture readings for the four weeks of Advent and the Liturgy of the 
Hours  revolve around the first two of these themes. They encourage proper preparation, point to the grace 
and humility of Mary, show us how to adore God in the Incarnation, and recognize the glory of Jesus and 
how he frees us from sin and ingratitude. We hear from the prophet Isaiah and are drawn to the compelling 
message of John the Baptist in the Gospels. 

It is important to consider how we can grow in spiritual wholeness during such a busy commercial season. 
Take time for silence and reflection each day with Scripture, a devotional prayer, or with an Advent calen-
dar. Dwell with the scene of the Nativity. What is it like to imagine the journey of Mary and Joseph and to 
be with them as the baby Jesus comes into the world? St. Ignatius of Loyola had a deep reverence for the Na-
tivity scene, as we see in the Spiritual Exercises. Consider praying with saints like him, with the Liturgy of 
the Hours, or with the O Antiphons the last week before Christmas. A prayerful journey with the Holy 
Family and the Church throughout Advent will lead to gifts of gratitude and joy when we enter the     

Christmas Season.   ~Loyola Press A Jesuit Ministry 
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Focus on Religious Freedom 
                                                www.cffor.org 
 

From the Pilgrims to the Founders: 
Building a Nation for Religious Freedom, Life and Liberty 

   
"Of the many influences that shaped the American concept of liberty, the first and most formative was 
faith," wrote author Matthew Spalding

. (1)
 

 
"Indeed, America was the first country in all of history that was deliberately formed to protect and pro-
mote religious freedom.  Our founders rightly noted that people don't give people freedom - God does,” 
wrote columnist Rebecca Hagelin

.(2) 

  
The freedoms we enjoy in America today originated in Judeo-Christian ideals that date back to the Pil-
grims in 1620, the Puritans who followed them in 1630, and were the foundation for the Declaration of 
Independence written by Thomas Jefferson in 1776 and signed by the Founding Fathers.   
 
Two years after the first Thanksgiving, Gov. William Bradford made an official proclamation for a sec-
ond day of Thanksgiving in 1623, to thank God for their abundant harvest and for "freedom to worship 
God according to the dictates of our own conscience.”

 (3)
 

 
Aboard the Arabella in 1630, in route to Massachusetts Bay, Puritan leader and lawyer John Winthrop 
wrote the lengthy document, A Model of Christian Charity, that became a model for future constitutional 
documents in the colonies and beyond.  It read: "We are a Company, professing ourselves members of 
Christ, ...  we shall find that the God of Israel is among us, when ten of us shall be able to resist a thou-
sand of our enemies, when He shall make us a praise and glory ..." 

(4)
 

(We Still Hold These Truths: Rediscovering Our Principles by M. Spalding(1); focusonthefamily.com, 
6/30/15(2); americanthinker.com, 11/28/19(3); winthropsociety.com(4) 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Happening Now:  The Attack on God in Modern America 
 
The two essential pillars that serve as stabilizing factors in any society, faith and family, are under at-
tack during these tumultuous times.   
   
Amid the Covid-19 crisis, in Nevada, casinos are open but churches must remain closed.  In California, 
the governor told churches their congregants can no longer sing worship songs, even while wearing 
protective masks.  In Portland, Oregon, flags as well as Bibles are burned in the streets.  In many cities 
and states, vandals are targeting churches and religious statues. 
  
"Do not be under the illusion that these protests and riots are anything but an attempt to dismantle all of 
Western Civilization and upend centuries of tradition and freedom of religion," wrote Journalist Miles 
Cheong. 

(1)
 

(dailysignal.com, 8/6/20; townhall.com, 8/6/20(1); newsweek.com, 8/5/20; freedomwire.com, 4/15/20) 
 

“Whenever the pillars of Christianity shall be overthrown, our present republican forms of gov-
ernment - and all blessings which flow from them - must fall with them.”  Jedediah Morse 1799 

 
 

 


