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The Altar Bread  
has been donated  

In Loving Memory of  
Zdenko Pavlovic  

Requested by his wife,  
children & grandchildren 

~~~~~~~~~~ 
The Sanctuary Lamp burns  

In Memory of  
All Deceased Members of  

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish  
Requested by the  

Malverne Walsh Funeral Home  

MASS INTENTIONS  
Monday, December 2nd ~ Advent Weekday  
9:00 am William Serynek (d)  
 
Tuesday, December 3rd ~ Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
9:00 am Anthony Salvo (d) 
   
Wednesday, December 4th ~ Advent Weekday ~ Saint John 
 Damascene, Priest and Doctor of the Church 
9:00 am Mark Steger (d)  
 
Thursday, December 5th ~ Advent Weekday 
9:00 am John Guiheen (d) 
    
Friday, December 6th ~ Advent Weekday ~ Saint Nicholas, 
  Bishop 
9:00 am Salvatore Maria Chiava Vivona (d)  
 
Saturday, December 7th ~ Saint Ambrose, Bishop and  
  Doctor of the Church  
9:00 am Conversion of Political Leaders to the  
  Culture of Life  
 Ann & Matt Butera (d)  
 Jay Korth (d)  
 Phyllis Lombardo (d)  
 Nancy Liberti (d)  
 Joe Marie Saratan (d)  
5:00 pm Patrick Hanson (d) & Ann Suttmiller (d) 
 
Sunday, December 8th ~ Second Sunday of Advent 
7:30 am Eileen Shine (d) 
9:30 am For the People of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
11:00 am Ralph Lecessi (d) 
12:30 pm James Ducey (d)  
 Virginia Theresa Schmidt (d)  
 John Scarola (d) 
5:00 pm Deceased Members of the Castellano Family 

Mass Schedule 
 

Weekdays  

(Monday—Friday) 

9:00 am 

 

Saturdays ~ 9:00 am & 5:00 pm 

 

Sundays 

7:30 am,  9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 pm & 5:00 pm 

 

Holy Day Eve ~ 5:00 pm 

Holy Day ~ 6:45 am,  9:00 am, 7:30 pm 

 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  
First Friday:  8:00 pm to 10:00 pm  

Second Thursday:  noon to 4:45 pm 

 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday:  4:00 pm—4:45 pm 

Welcome to Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
 

Pastor   Fr. Michael F. Duffy 

 (516) 599-1269 

 FatherDuffy@me.com 

 

Parish Website OLLchurchMalverne.org 

 

Rectory Office Carol Grossi & Yole Santino, Secretaries 

 (516) 599-1269      

 rectoryoffice@ollchurchmalverne.org 

  

 Rectory Office Hours 

 Mon—Fri:  9am—12pm, 1pm—5pm 

                             7pm—9pm 

 Sat—Sun:  9am—1pm 

 

Music Director Stephen Harth  

 

Youth Director Linda Baldacchino  

 

Maintenance Kevin Dieck  

                         Rocco Bruzzese  

 

Religious Education   (516) 599-7222 / fax: (516) 599-2256 

          Mary Lasar, Director 

          Marybeth Malone, Secretary 

 

 Religious Education Office Hours 

 Mon-Fri:  11:30 am—3:15 pm (Rectory) 

 Tues. & Wed:  3:30 pm—5:30 pm (School) 

  Saturday:  9:30 am—10:30 am (School) 

 

School Office (516) 599-7328 /  fax: (516) 599-3813 

                            website: www.OLLMalverne.org 

 Kathleen Cotilletta, Principal 

 Magdalen Hamilton—Roldan, Secretary 
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All parishioners are invited to be a part of the  
Offertory Procession at the Mass which you  

attend.   This may be especially appropriate if the 
Mass is being offered for a relative or friend!   

Please see one of the ushers before Mass 
 begins to make your intention known. 

In Your Prayers Please Remember The Sick and  
Hospitalized Members Of Our Parish Community 

The names will remain for six consecutive weeks unless the  
Rectory Office is notified.  

Kathy Carriere 
Gerardina Corrado  

James Dineen  
Rosalie Donovan 
Rocco Esposito 

Giuliana Giannone  
 Mark Granan 
Teresa Isidore  

Caroline Jones 
Sue Kielson  

Kathy Kowalski 
Thomas Landisi 

Doris Laxton 
Kevin Ledwith  
Phyllis Mayoka 
Kevin McQuade  

Maria Pellicone 
Laura Ruggiero 
 Joan Thomson  
Baby Eliza Ann 

Urick  
Doris Vecchione 

Our Parishioners Serving In The Military 
Please keep all our Military and Support Personnel  

in your prayers especially:   
 

United States Navy 

CDR Andrew E. Glassing 

LT Geoff Hendrick  

IC1 Bryanne Heim Iddings 

LT Ryan Patrick Mahon  
LCDR Tara Mahoney 

 

United States Air Force   

1st Lt. William F. Cosgrove 

 

 

“Lord, hold our troops in Your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect 

us.  Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us in 

our time of need.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, Our Lord and Savior.  

Amen.”   
************* 

Please let us know if any of our Military and Support Personnel have 

returned home safely, so that we may update our prayer list. 

Pray for  Pries ts   
God, our Father, please send us holy priests, all for the Sacred and 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus, all for the Sorrowful and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary, in union with St. Joseph.  We pray that the Blessed 
Mother wrap her mantle around your priests, and through her inter-
cession strengthen them for their ministry.  We pray that Mary will 
guide your priests to follow her own words, “Do whatever He tells 
you.”  (Jn 2:5)  May your priests be holy, filled with the fire of your 
love, seeking nothing but your greater glory and the salvation of 
souls.  Amen.  

 Sunday  Rev. Felix John Akpabio 
 Monday Rev. Frank J. Parisi 
 Tuesday Rev. Msgr. Thomas J. Harold 
 Wednesday Rev. Jose Gustavo Perez Alzate 
 Thursday     Rev. Joseph Alenchery 
 Friday Rev. Msgr. Robert L. Hayden 
 Saturday For priests’ families 

United States Army  

Major Thomas Barrett  

Joseph Greco ~ Infantry 

Spc Lotachukwu Okoye 
Spc Tucker Andrew Peterson 

United States Marine Corps 

L Cpl Kristofer Katzenberger 

CWO-4 Kris Kurrus  

LT Sam Oliveri 

Reflection for Next Sunday 
 Second Sunday of Advent 

December 8, 2019 
 

First Reading:  Isaiah 11:1-10   
Second Reading:  Romans 15:4-9 

Gospel:  Matthew 3:1-12 
 

“Prepare the way of the Lord!”  
 

Peace and harmony.  Last Sunday, Isaiah inspired us with 
a vision of peace, when swords are beaten into plow-
shares.  Today, Isaiah speaks of a state of harmony, when 
a lamb can lie down with a wolf.  Paul encourages the 
Romans to think in harmony with one another.  John the 
Baptist calls for repentance, so that all may bear good 
fruit.  As we listen to scripture, let us imagine the har-
mony we can create when all of us ready ourselves for 
Jesus’ coming.  
 
Question of the Week:   
What can I do to bring harmony to my family, my 
neighborhood, the world? 

Pro-Life Corner  
The next time you read the genealogy of Jesus 
think about this.  If just one person in that lineage 
would have had an abortion the greatest event in 
all history would not have taken place, the birth of 
Jesus the salvation of the world.  The taking of 1 
single life wipes out the countless offspring who 
would have followed in all generations to come.  
Every abortion interferes with God’s plans for us 
and our future generations.  Pray and work to end 
abortion and euthanasia. 

Bulletin Reflection 
“For you do not know on which day your Lord will come,” 

says today’s Gospel.  Good stewards know that they are ac-

countable to God for all they have and are, therefore they 

strive to live in readiness for His coming.  This Advent we 

wait patiently for Christ and prepare ourselves for His com-

ing. 

During all the Masses on the week-
end of December 14 and 15, there will 
be a special  blessing of the figure 
of the Christ child from the nativity 
sets that you will display in your 
homes.  Please be sure to bring those figures 

with you to Mass. 

Please join us for the  
Blessing of the  

Parish Creche and Lighting of 
our Parish Christmas Trees 
after the 5:00 pm Mass on  

Saturday, December 7th.  
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Christmas Card Sale  
 

 
 
 

 
Members of the Human Life Committee will be 

selling religious Christmas cards after the Masses 

this weekend ~ November 30 / December 1  
 

The cost is $5.00 for a pack of ten cards.  The  
proceeds will be used to purchase gifts for the 

young mothers at Mommas House in  

West Hempstead.   
 

After this weekend, the cards will be available for 

sale in the Rectory Office.  

 
Thanks for your support. 

First Friday Evening Devotions  
Friday, December 6th ~ 8:00 pm  

 
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

 
Prayer Hour for Life  

The real Presence of Christ is the gift He gave us at the Last Supper and when we come to 
church, we are truly in the presence of our God, our Creator and our Redeemer.   

 
On the First Friday of each month, we gather before our Eucharistic Lord to pray that the culture of life will prevail 
over the culture of death, that respect for all human life from conception to natural death will be restored in the 
hearts and minds of all God’s children.  
 
Please join us for a Holy Hour of prayer before Jesus in the Eucharist on the First Friday of each month from 8:00 
pm to 9:00 pm.  It may be a sacrifice to set aside this time, but time spent in the presence of the Lord is its own re-
ward.  
 

Nocturnal Adoration  
Today begins the Season of Advent.  A time of preparation for the Feast of Christmas.  A time of waiting in hope for 
the coming of the Baby Jesus.  We would like to invite you to spend this Friday from 9:00 pm to 10:00 pm in Adora-
tion.  A beautiful way to begin this Season of Advent.   
 
During this hour we will pray for our church, our families and our country.  We will ask Jesus to help us to prepare 
spiritually for Christmas.   
 
Jesus asked His Apostles to spend one hour with Him.  Now He is asking you.  Will you be there? 
 

This Friday, December 6th from 9:00 pm to 10:00 pm.  Everyone is invited. 

Welcome to the Newly Baptized  
 

Dahlia Garcia  
Charli Marie Del Balzo  
Georgi Lynn Del Balzo 

Abigail Paige Lapp 
Harper Shea Lengel  

Jaxon Cole Podolsky 
Brayden John Simmons  
Mila Rose Luce Torres 

Gia Maria Vaccara  

A very special thank you to David G. Walsh and 
Tammy J. Walsh of the Walsh Malverne Funeral 
Home for their generous donation of the 2020 Re-

ligious Art Calendar which has 
been placed at the doors of the 
church.  Please remember to take 
one home with you. 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, December 12th  

Adoration from 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm  

Benediction at 4:45 pm  

 

Venerable Fulton Sheen  

 
The Diocese of Peoria announced Monday that Venerable Fulton Sheen will be beatified December 21 at 

the city’s Cathedral of St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception. Archbishop Sheen had been ordained a 

priest of the diocese in that cathedral September 20, 1919. “It seems entirely fitting that the Beatification 

will take place at the end of this 100-year anniversary of his ordination to the priesthood,” a statement 

from the Peoria Diocese said November 18.  

 

Fulton Sheen was born in Illinois in 1895, and was 24 when he was ordained a priest. He was appointed 

auxiliary bishop of New York in 1951, and he remained there until his appointment as the bishop of Roch-

ester in 1966. He retired in 1969 and moved back to New York City until his death in 1979. Venerable 

Sheen was a beloved television catechist during the 1950s and ’60s in the United States. His television 

show Life Is Worth Living reached an audience of millions.  

 

Born in El Paso, Illinois in 1895, his family moved to Peoria where Fulton Sheen quickly showed academic 

promise graduating as Valedictorian at the Spalding Institute in 1913.  Ordained a priest in 1919, Father 

Sheen earned a Doctorate in Philosophy at the Catholic University of Louvain in 1923.  Teaching philoso-

phy at Catholic University in Washington, DC, Father Sheen quickly gained a reputation as an effective 

and popular teacher.  In 1930 the man and new media met:  Father Sheen began a weekly radio broadcast 

called The Catholic Hour.  By 1950 Sheen had a radio audience of 4,000,000 listeners. 1951 was a year of 

destiny for Father Sheen.  He was consecrated an auxiliary bishop of the Archdiocese of New York and be-

gan his TV show, the aptly named Life is Worth Living.  Sheen was a phenomenal success from the begin-

ning, as this cover story from Time magazine in 1952 indicates.  Winning an Emmy in 1952, Bishop Sheen 

thanked his writers Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.  The show ran until 1957 with an audience of 

30,000,000 people.  From 1961-1968 Bishop Sheen had a syndicated show, The Fulton Sheen Program. 

Bishop Sheen’s tenure as Bishop of Rochester, commencing in 1966, was tempestuous, and he took early 

retirement in 1969.  Made an Archbishop of the Titular See of  Newport in Wales by Pope Paul VI, Sheen 

continued writing and speaking until ill health restricted his activities in 1977.   

 

Dying in 1979, since his death the Diocese of Peoria has promoted his canonization. As Thomas Reeves,  a 

Sheen biographer,  noted here, Fulton Sheen was clearly in his time the greatest Catholic media 

star.   Why was he so successful?  First, a wonderful voice that he could play with a skill that most organ-

ists would envy.  Second, a formidable intellect that allowed him to wrestle successfully with deep philoso-

phical questions and present them  to his audience in a simple, but not simplistic,  manner.  Third, a true 

“ham” flair for the dramatic.  With his grand gestures, and his dramatic stances he could easily have 

seemed ridiculous, but for the wit and good humor which accompanied them.  

The Hidden  

Gift of  

Christmas 

http://www.time.com/time/magazine/article/0,9171,857161,00.html
http://www.archbishopsheencause.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Americas-Bishop-Times-Fulton-Sheen/dp/1893554619/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229600023&sr=8-3
http://www.amazon.com/Americas-Bishop-Times-Fulton-Sheen/dp/1893554619/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1229600023&sr=8-3
http://www.catholiceducation.org/articles/media/me0018.html
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Join us for the Celebration of  
The Feast of Christmas 

 

Confessions: 
Monday, December 16:  3:00 pm—5:00 pm & 8:00 pm—10:00 pm 

Tuesday, December 17:  3:00 pm—5:00 pm & 8:00 pm—10:00 pm 

Wednesday, December 18:  3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Thursday, December 19:  3:00 pm—5:00 pm & 8:00 pm—10:00 pm 

Friday, December 20: 3:00 pm—5:00 pm 

Saturday, December 21:  4:00 pm—4:45 pm 

Monday, December 23: 3:00 pm—5:00 pm & 8:00 pm—10:00 pm 

 

 

40 Hour Devotion & Eucharistic Adoration 
Monday, December 16—Friday, December 20 

11:00 am—7:00 pm 

A special preached event / Mass each night at 7:00 pm 

 

Christmas Masses 
Tuesday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm Church (Lessons and Carols beginning at 3:30 pm) 

4:15 pm School Hall 

6:00 pm Church (Lessons and Carols beginning at 5:30 pm) 

 

Candlelit Midnight Mass 

Lessons and Carols beginning at 11:30 pm 

 

Wednesday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day 

7:30 am, 9:30 am, 11:00 am, 12:30 pm 

(No evening Mass on Christmas Day) 

 

 

Solemnity of Mary, The Mother of God 
Tuesday, December 31 

5:00 pm 

Wednesday, January 1 

9:00 am & 12:00 pm (noon) 
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Rosary Altar Society 

Our Lady of Lourdes  
Thrift Shop  

Sheehy Place 
(across from the school— 

follow path alongside house)        
 

Come visit and see what new  
treasures you may find.   

Donations are gladly accepted. 
 

Shop Hours 
  Wednesdays:  9:30 am—2:30 pm 

1st & 3rd Saturdays:  
9:30 am—12:30 pm  

There is an Advent spirit in the heart 

of every human person.  It is one of 

longing, of yearning for a fulfillment 

that somehow lies beyond ourselves; 

for we long for the coming of the 

Lord.   

 

As you put your gift in the St. Vincent 

de Paul Poor Box, your heart will dis-

cover the true meaning of Christmas 

as you help those who are suffering 

and poor to long for the coming of the Lord. 

 

Food Pantry  

 

Ready Made Pasta Sauce, Chef Boyardee,  

Campbell Soups, Progresso Soups,  

Rice-A-Roni, Bathroom Tissue, Soap,  

Breakfast Cereal   

 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

St. Vincent de Paul would like to thank 

Cub Scout Pack 24 for organizing a Food 

Drive for our Pantry and for their  

generous monetary donation.  Your 

thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated.  

 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 

St. Vincent de Paul Society 

Attention Lectors  
 

Please pick up your new  
“2020 Workbook  

for Lectors”  
in the  

Rectory Office 
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Parish Mission Statement  
We, the parish family of Our Lady of Lourdes, are a faith-filled 

people who welcome all to join us as we listen to the Word of God 

and celebrate Eucharist  together.  We encourage each other to 

grow in Christ as we use our God-given gifts to serve the people of 

our community.  Through the Holy Spirit we are inspired through 

our patroness, Our Lady of Lourdes, and we strive to imitate her 

charity and love in making the will of God our own. 

Mass Journals  
 
All Religious Education students must complete their 

Mass sheets for all Sundays and Holy Days of  
Obligation.  Religious Education students will return 
their sheets the following week to their Catechists.  

 
Brother Fox students will return their sheets each week 
either on Sundays after Mass or during the week to the  

Religious Education mailbox in the Rectory Office.   
 
Those sheets which are not returned on time will be counted as incompletes.  
 
Midterm exams will be distributed this week for grades 1 through 4 to take home and complete.  They 
will be returned the following week to be graded.  
 
Grades 5 through 8 will complete their midterms in class on Wednesday, December 11th and Saturday, 
December 14th.   

 

Reconciliation Meeting  
 
The meeting originally scheduled for November 20th will take place on Wednesday, January 15, 2020 in 
the School Hall. 

Religious Education News 

Please support  

Our Lady of Lourdes  

by engraving your  

special message on a paver   

and having it placed as a 

 permanent fixture on 

 our Parish grounds.  

 

Every brick has a story to tell.   

Don't miss the opportunity to tell yours!   

 

Thank you to everyone who has purchased a brick.  

Our parish grows stronger every year  

because of your dedication  

and financial support.  

 

To order a brick, visit our website at 

OLLchurchMalverne.org 

Paper order form can be found in the Rectory 

A donation to our church is a beautiful way to 
remember, honor or give thanks for loved ones.  

 
Donations: 

Altar Flowers $100 
Tabernacle Flowers $60 

Altar Bread $25  
Altar Wine $25  

Sanctuary Lamp $25 
 

An acknowledgement of your donation will appear in the  
Sunday bulletin.  

  
Please come to the Rectory Office to make arrangements!  
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Amount Enclosed:______________ 
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Attention  

 

All Parish & School  
Volunteers MUST complete a VIRTUS Workshop.   

To register for VIRTUS visit:  www.virtus.org.   
 

If you need assistance with registering for a  
session, call the rectory and we can help.   

Community News 

Tune into “Religion and Rock” with Msgr. Jim Vlaun on 

Sunday from 7:00 am to 8:00 am on WBAB 102.3 FM or 

95.3 FM on Long Island’s East End.  Listen on Saturdays 

at 11:00 pm on Sirius Radio, Channel 159, the Catholic 

Channel and at 11:00 pm on XM Satellite, Channel 117.  

Next Sunday’s theme is: “The Best Pre-

sents”.  To listen online or receive more 

information regarding “Religion and Rock”, 

go to:  www.ReligionandRock.com, or at 

“Religion & Rock” on ITUNES.   

Coming Up This Week 

 
Monday, December 2  
2:30 pm .... After School Program ....................... School Hall  
7:30 pm .... Al Anon ............................ Rectory Dining Room  
 
Tuesday, December 3  
9:30 am .... Legion of Mary ........................... Rectory Office  
9:30 am .... St. Vincent de Paul .. Rectory Rm #2 / Dining Room  
1:30 pm .... Scripture Study/Intercessory Prayer ............. RDR 
2:30 pm .... Junior Troop 2015 ......................... Church Hall  
2:30 pm .... After School Program ....................... School Hall  
5:30 pm .... Children’s Choir .............................. Choir Loft 
6:00 pm .... CYO Cheerleading ........................... School Hall 
7:00 pm .... Boy Scout Troop 24 ........................ Church Hall 
7:00 pm .... PTL Meeting ...................... Rectory Dining Room 
7:30 pm .... Adult Choir .................................... Choir Loft 
 
Wednesday, December 4  
9:30 am to 2:30 pm ~ RAS Thrift Shop  
2:30 pm .... After School Program ....................... School Hall  
6:00 pm .... CYO Cheerleading ........................... School Hall 
7:00 pm .... GRASP: Grief Recovery .................... Church Hall 
7:30 pm .... CODA Meeting ......................... Rectory Room #2  
7:30 pm .... Charismatic Prayer Group ............. Rectory Office  
7:30 pm .... AA .................................. Rectory Dining Room   
 
Thursday, December 5  
2:30 pm .... After School Program ....................... School Hall  
5:30 pm .... K & 1st Girl Scout Troop .................. Church Hall  
6:00 pm .... CYO Cheerleading ........................... School Hall  
7:00 pm .... All Altar Servers Meeting ....................... Church 
7:30 pm .... RAS Board Meeting .............. Rectory Dining Room  
 
Friday, December 6  
9:30 am .... St. Vincent de Paul .................. Rectory Room #2 
6:00 pm .... Cub Scout Pack 24 ......................... Church Hall 
8:00 pm .... AA Meeting ....................... Rectory Dining Room  
8:00 pm .... First Friday Adoration ........................... Church 
 
Saturday, December 7  
9:30 am to 12:30 pm ~ RAS Thrift Shop 
After 5:00 pm Mass ~ Blessing of Creché and Tree Lighting 
7:00 pm .... AA Meeting ....................... Rectory Dining Room 
 
Sunday, December 8   
PTL Christmas Boutique 
12:30 pm .. New Altar Server Installation .................. Church 
2:00 pm .... Baptisms ........................................... Church 
7:15 pm .... AA Meeting ....................... Rectory Dining Room  

Join the Friends of the Seminary:  for a “Celebration of Mary” at the Seminary on Saturday, December 7th.  Journey to the heart of Mary 
through Theology, Spirituality, and the Arts.  Program includes presentations by Bishop Frank Caggiano of Bridgeport, CT; Fr. Paul Anel, 
Diocese of Brooklyn, Fr. John McCartney, Associate Moderator of the Curia, St. Joseph Seminary Schola, Yonkers.  The day will conclude 
with Mass celebrated by Bishop Barres at 4 pm.  Advance registration required.  $40 per guest.  For reservations and information call the  
Seminary Development Office at 631-423-0483 ext. 102; bmalone@jcseminary.edu or Seminary website:  www.icseminary.edu. 
 
Spirituality For Singles:  Singles Christmas Gathering & Social on Saturday, December 7th at 8:30 pm.  St. Aidan Parish, 510 Willis Ave-
nue, Williston Park.  This gathering for singles will be a Christmas social.  We will feature a guest musician for the Christmas season among 
other activities.  $10 pp, pasta & salad will be served, along with snacks and beverages.  Contact Ray at 516-561-6994 or                        
spiritualityforsingles@gmail.com. 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Parish of St. Agnes 

Cathedral will  

charter a bus to attend the 

47th Annual March for Life in Washington, DC 

January 24, 2020. 

 

The bus will leave from St. Agnes at 6:00 am and return 

at approximately 11:00 pm. 

More details will follow in future bulletins. 
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St. Monica’s  
Intercessory Group  

 
“As we are made in God’s image,  

so may we live in God’s  
Likeness.”   
 

Saturday, December 14th  
Come pray for those you love to  

“Come Home to the Catholic Faith”   
 

All are welcome  
in the Church Hall after the  

9:00 am Mass 
 

Together we will pray for the conversion of 
all God’s children, by entrusting them to 

God Our Father, through the intercession of 
Our Blessed Mother and St. Monica.  

 
For further information contact:  
Peg Hannan:  516-887-3390  
Geri Lecessi:  516-887-9252 

 
Join us in prayer in the Church Hall every third Satur-
day or list the names of those that you would like us to 
pray for.  Return to the Rectory Office or place in the 
collection basket. 

St. Monica’s Intercessory Group ~ December 14th  
Please Pray For:  

 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 

 
Please Join Us  

 
People with   

Prayer Group  
 

Meeting on  
 

Monday, December 23rd  
 

After the 9:00 am Mass  
 

In the Church Hall 

Join us for  

“Wednesdays Words of Wisdom”  

December 11th after the  

9:00 am Mass & Novena  

DVD ~ 30 minutes   

Light refreshments, coffee & Tea  

“They Could Be Saints” 

ALL WELCOME! 
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St. Vincent De Paul Christmas Gift Collection 2019  
 

New this year: 

Located to the left of the statue of The Infant of Prague at the main entrance of the church will 

be two sets of boxes.  One set for boys and the other for the girls.  Each box will hold the cards 

of an age range:  1-11 months, 12-13 months, 2-4 years, 5-6 years . . . all the way up to 14 years.  

The individual boxes will hold cards bearing the name, age, and family number of a specific child. 

 

What you do:  

 Step 1:  Choose one or more (5 maximum) cards.  If choosing more than one card, 

please choose cards from a variety of ages and genders.   

 Step 2:  Buy an appropriate gift for each child you have selected.   

Optional:  Write a Christmas card to the child and pair it with the gift.  (Feel free to make it a 

Christmas card!  Not happy holiday.  After all, we are Christians celebrating Christmas!) 

 Step 3:  You may wrap the gift or leave it unwrapped.  Whichever you choose.  Please 

affix the card bearing the child’s name, and family number, securely (tape is best) to the gift along 

with the Christmas card.  Leave the gift(s) at the Statue of the Infant (not St. Joseph) NO 

LATER THAN:  

6:00 PM SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21ST.   

 

It will be most appreciated to bring the gifts in as soon as possible, as it takes time, to sort the 

gifts to the proper family package, so all children receive the proper gift.  If you  have time, you 

could pick more cards if you wish, as some may get returned.   

 

What about gift cards?  

 You may give older children a gift card.  Please put it in an envelope with the child’s 

name and family number card, securely attached and give bring it to the Rectory Office.   

 

 If you find you have taken too many cards, please return the unused ones to the 

boxes by Saturday December 14th, so someone else can get a gift for that child.  

 

Any questions?  

Please call:  516-993-3114 anytime from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm and ask for Kurt.  

 

Thank you one and all for helping to make some children very happy this Christmas!  

 

ENJOY THE CHRISTMAS SPIRIT!  HAVE FUN SHOPPING! 
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About Advent 

Advent can come as a surprise to us sometimes, beginning right after the busy Thanksgiving holiday with 
family and friends. It’s not unlike the surprise of Mary when she received news that she was pregnant with 
Jesus. Like her, we take the season of Advent as a time for pause, reflection, and preparation for the gift of 
God’s love coming to us through the baby Jesus. 

History of Advent 

The historic origin of Advent is not for certain; no evidence exists around the feast of the Nativity of the 
Lord before the end of the fourth century. 

Several homilies and synods made mention of a specific liturgical time before Christmas, but no rule existed 
until a note on the Mass parts appeared during the time of Pope St. Gregory VII from 1073-1085. 

Much like a Lenten period of fasting and sacrifice, the early Church urged Christians to dedicate this time to 
readying themselves for Christ. Their practices remind us that we are also called to be attentive to the mes-
sage of repentance and the end times. This may seem unexpected considering the extravagant ways we eat, 
shop, celebrate, and rejoice as Christmas approaches! 

Advent Traditions 

The four weeks of Advent are popularly considered to symbolize the four thousand years of darkness before 
the coming of Christ. We set up Nativity scenes, light Advent candles, and decorate wreaths in our homes 
to signify Christ’s presence coming in the darkness of sin and suffering. Four candles adorn an Advent 
wreath, one for each week. A fifth candle is sometimes placed in the center for the beginning of the Christ-
mas season. 

Advent colors are worn by the priests and deacons and decorate the church. They are represented in the can-
dles that surround the Advent wreath: 

Violet: royalty, repentance, and fasting (First, Second, and Fourth Week of Advent) 

Rose: abundant joy (Third Week of Advent, known as Gaudete Sunday, joy in Latin) 

White: light and purity (Christ Candle, center candle completes the season and begins Christmas) 

Scripture and Prayers for Advent 
During Advent there are three prevalent themes we see as we wait patiently for the coming of Christ.  We 
long for the Messiah, are urged to be alert for Jesus’ Second Coming, and meditate on Christ’s presence in 
our lives now. The Scripture readings for the four weeks of Advent and the Liturgy of the 
Hours  revolve around the first two of these themes. They encourage proper preparation, point to the grace 
and humility of Mary, show us how to adore God in the Incarnation, and recognize the glory of Jesus and 
how he frees us from sin and ingratitude. We hear from the prophet Isaiah and are drawn to the compelling 
message of John the Baptist in the Gospels. 

It is important to consider how we can grow in spiritual wholeness during such a busy commercial season. 
Take time for silence and reflection each day with Scripture, a devotional prayer, or with an Advent calen-
dar. Dwell with the scene of the Nativity. What is it like to imagine the journey of Mary and Joseph and to 
be with them as the baby Jesus comes into the world? St. Ignatius of Loyola had a deep reverence for the Na-
tivity scene, as we see in the Spiritual Exercises. Consider praying with saints like him, with the Liturgy of 
the Hours, or with the O Antiphons the last week before Christmas. A prayerful journey with the Holy 
Family and the Church throughout Advent will lead to gifts of gratitude and joy when we enter the Christ-

mas Season.    ~Loyola Press A Jesuit Ministry 

https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/holidays-and-special-occasions/lent-and-easter/living-for-others-during-lent
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/family/catholic-teens/religious-art/nativity-scenes
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/prayers/prayer-for-lighting-the-advent-wreath-candles
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent/blessing-an-advent-wreath
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/sunday-connection
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgy-of-the-hours
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-and-worship/liturgy-of-the-hours
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/arts-and-faith-advent/cycle-b/third-week-of-advent-cycle-b-video
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/arts-and-faith-advent/cycle-b/third-week-of-advent-cycle-b-video
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/calendars
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/calendars
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/ignatian-spirituality/examen-and-ignatian-prayer/what-are-the-spiritual-exercises-of-saint-ignatius
https://www.loyolapress.com/our-catholic-faith/liturgical-year/advent/about-advent/what-are-the-o-antiphons
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